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THURSDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
10:00—11:00 

 
 

EXPECTATIONS OF FAMILIES WITH YOUNG ADULTS WITH  
INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES FOR  
POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION 
 

While parental expectations are a strong predictor of students planning for 
college, there is limited research about family expectations for transition-
aged youth with I/DD in college. Our results highlight themes that potentially 
influence the success of youth with I/DD to go to college and are worthy of 
further discussion. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenter:  Dana Yarbrough (101) 
WINDSOR A—10:00 -11:00– Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

ASSESSING AND TEACHING NONACADEMIC SKILLS  
NEEDED FOR EMPLOYMENT AND POSTSECONDARY  
EDUCATION 
 

Participants will learn (a) research-identified nonacademic skills that gener-
alize across and predict postsecondary education and employment, (b) how 
to assess these skills to identify strengths, needs, and build annual transi-
tion goals, then (c) use evidence-based practices to teach students critical 
skills to increase likelihood of post-high school education and employment. 
 

Strand:  Transition Assessment 

Presenters:  Jim Martin, Amber McConnell (89) 

WINDSOR B—10:00 -11:00- Thursday 
RIDING THE WAVE OF FAMILY & EDUCATOR  
PARTNERSHIPS: IMPROVING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT  
 

Through a Pecha Kucha presentation and discussion format, participants 
will have an understanding of the evidence from on-going research on the 
impact of parent engagement on student achievement and an awareness of 
highlighted research-based strategies available for implementation. 
 

Strand:  Family Partnerships 
Presenters:  Ann Lupkes, Sandy Kraschel (106) 
KENSINGTON B—10:00 -11:00- Thursday 
 

THE NATIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CENTER ON TRANSITION: 
ACCESSING HIGH QUALITY TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSIS-
TANCE 
 

This session will provide an overview of NTACT’s resources, training and 
technical assistance that will be provided over the next 5 years. NTACT’s 
purpose is to assist education and rehabilitation providers to implement 
evidence-based and promising practices to ensure successful post school 
outcomes for students with disabilities. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Deanne Unruh, Paula Kohler, Dana Lattin (170) 
KENSINGTON C—10:00 -11:00- Thursday 

 
POLICY-BEST PRACTICE CONNECTIONS: SUPPORTING  
IMPLEMENTATION OF REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE  
WORKFORCE INNOVATION AND OPPORTUNITY ACT 
 

State and Local education authorities have new responsibilities with 
explicit directives to ensure that all students with disabilities are 
provided opportunities to obtain integrated employment.  
Several steps have been taken in Wisconsin to promote  
evidence-based transition programming aligned with these new 
requirements that will be shared during this presentation. 
 

Strand:  IDEA and Transition: Ensuring Successful Policies and 
Practices 
Presenters:  Nancy Molfenter, Sarah Lincoln, Mary Kampa, Pam 
Jenson, Jessica Smith (174) 

SOMERSET—10:00 -11:00 - Thursday 
 

 

THURSDAY OPENING KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

KENSINGTON DEFG 

THURSDAY 8:00—9:45 
* * * * * * ** * * 

FRIDAY LUNCHEON WITH KEYNOTE 

KENSINGTON DEFG 

FRIDAY, 11:45-1:15 
* * * * * * ** * *

SATURDAY OPENING KEYNOTE 

KENSINGTON DEFG 

SATURDAY, 8:30-9:30 
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T  H  U  R  S  D  A  Y 
 

 

THE PEERS SOCIAL COMPETENCE PROGRAM IN A  
POSTSECONDARY SETTING: LESSONS LEARNED 
 

We will present the finding from a pilot implementation of the PEERS 
social competence program with 31 students enrolled in  
a college program for individuals with mild to moderate intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Pre-post data as well as a  
discussion of lessons learned and future directions will be  
presented. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Diane Clouse,  
PALMETTO PAVILLION—10:00 -11:00 – Thursday  
 
 

****************************************************************************************** 

 

THURSDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
11:15—12:15 

 
 
 

THE EFFECTS OF SELF-DETERMINED CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
MODEL ON JOB-RELATED GOALS OF A YOUNG ADULT WITH  
AUTISM 
 

This session will present the findings of the study examining the effects of 
self-determined career development model (SDCDM) on self-selected 
goals of a young adult with autism. Presenters will 
describe the ways practitioners can use SDCDM to teach young adults 
with autism. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Gulnoza Yakubova, Ashley Zehner, Mohamed Aladsani  
WINDSOR A—11:15 -12:15 – THURSDAY  
 

*********** 
 

CROSSINGPOINTS: EMPOWERED AND AUTHENTIC  
POST-SECONDARY LIVING AND LEARNING 
 

An overview of an established, model Post Secondary Education Transi-
tion program on a university campus is provided.  
Assessment, curricula, and proven interventions will be shared. Imple-
mentation policies and barriers to practice will be reviewed to benefit 
comparable program adopters. Internal and external a 
dvisory board membership suggestions will also be discussed. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Jim Siders  
WINDSOR B—11:15 -12:15—Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

A WAVE OF TRANSPORTATION RESOURCES THROUGH MOBILITY 
MANAGEMENT & COORDINATION 
 

Mobility management systems, funded by transportation sectors, offer 
transition professionals, families, and youth opportunities to access re-
sources to support independent travel. This session will highlight ways 
that educators can leverage the resources afforded by these non-
traditional entities to reduce the challenges that transportation can have 
on post-school outcomes. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Judy Shanley  
KENSINGTON B—11:15 -12:15- Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

INNOVATIVE TRANSITION STRATEGIES IMPLEMENTED IN 
AN URBAN DISTRICT 
 

This presentation will focus on an afterschool program  
implemented in an urban district to improve post-school outcomes 
for students with disabilities. The creation, implementation, and 
barriers faced by the intervention team will be presented. 
 

Strand:  Diversity/Multicultural Approaches to Transition 
Presenters:  Alfred Daviso (119) 
KENSINGTON C—11:15 -12:15 – Thursday 

FUTURE QUEST ISLAND: HELPING MIDDLE SCHOOL  
STUDENTS WITH AND WITHOUT DISABILITIES TO BE  
COLLEGE AND CAREER READY! 
 

Future Quest Island (FQI) is an online tool for middle school youth 
with and without disabilities that aligns 21st century technology skills 
with college and career readiness goals. Presenters will share key 
challenges and applied strategies regarding engagement of middle 
school youth to set and achieve college and career goals. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenter:  Lori Cooney, Meg Grigal, Debra Hart  
OXFORD—10:00 -11:00 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

USE OF SOCIAL NARRATIVES AS AN EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
TO SUPPORT EMPLOYMENT OF YOUNG ADULTS WITH AUTISM 
SPECTRUM DISORDERS 
 

Current unemployment rates for young adults with an Autism 
Spetrum Disorder (ASD) is bleak. This presentation will give teacers, 
parents, job coaches and/or employers practical evidence-based 
strategies using social narratives to support employment for young 
adults with an ASD. Case studies will be shared and data collection 
will be emphasized. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenter:  Susan Nix, Jamie Thomas  
HAMPTON—10:00 -11:00 – Thursday  
 

********** 
 

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION ISN'T ALWAYS COLLEGE: 
OPTIONS TO TRADITIONAL COLLEGE PROGRAMS 
 

Nontraditional postsecondary education and training provides  
a variety of options for careers that can be interesting, provide  
benefits, and competitive salaries. Programs discussed 
(apprenticeships, certifications, on-the-job training, Workforce 
Development Systems, and technical colleges, etc.) will cover 
career options for students with high-incident disabilities (LD, ED, 
mild ID, OHI, and Autism.) 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenter:  Cynthia Siira, Kathleen Lytle  
KENSINGTON A—10:00 -11:00 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

UTILIZING SELF-DETERMINATION SKILLS TO IMPROVE  
SEXUAL HEALTH EDUCATION 
 

The purpose of this presentation is to introduce issues related  
to sexual health and provide a strategy for teachers to support  
students with disabilities as sexual health issues arise. 
 

Strand:  Self-Determination 
Presenters:  Anna Treacy, Tammy Abernathy  
ETON—10:00 -11:00 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

USING THE CLOUD FOR APPROPRIATE COMMUNITY  
OUTCOMES AND EMPLOYMENT POSSIBILITIES 
 

Presenting the Advanced Internet Version of the "WayPoint  
System SC".WayPoint is a system that identifies an individual's 
real potential for independent work and career success. The  
WayPoint links the individual with potential employers and  
possible employment. All based on their individual skills, aptitudes, 
interest, and related work factors. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Ben Borden  
WINDSOR C—10:00 -11:00 – Thursday  
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A PRECISION TOOL FOR TRAINING THAT ADDRESSES  
DISABILITIES AND EMPLOYMENT IN THE UNITED STATES 
 

Employment professionals across the country will need a higher level of 
professional development in order to ensure positive outcomes for transi-
tioning youth and other citizens with disabilities. The College of Employ-
ment Services is a research driven, evidence-based online curriculum 
built around APSE competencies. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Tom Carpenter 
SOMERSET—11:15 -12:15 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

DEVELOPING DIGITAL LITERACY SKILLS TO IMPROVE  
COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS FOR YOUTH WITH  
DISABILITIES 
 

Digital literacy represents critical transition and self-determination skills for 
young adults in employment, postsecondary education, and community 
settings. The presentation will describe strategies and resources for im-
proving digital literacy skills so students’ can direct their own learning and 
access to supports. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Darlene Unger, Alfred Daviso,  
OXFORD—11:15-12:15 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

DIVERSITY 101: CULTURAL RECIPROCITY FOR TRANSITION  
PLANNING 
 

The population of culturally and linguistically diverse students is  
increasing; providing culturally responsive transition planning is  
paramount to their success. Participants will identify their level of cultural 
competence, explore their knowledge base, learn how to provide culturally 
responsive transition planning services, and  
establish and meet their cultural competence goals. 
 

Strand:  Diversity/Multicultural Approaches to Transition 
Presenters:  Tiana Povenmire-Kirk  
HAMPTON—11:15 -12:15 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

PROMISE: Translating Evidence-Based Practices on a Large Scale to 
Improve Indicator 14 and Implementation of WIOA 
 

PROMISE grantees will share how they are systemically  
collaborating among schools and adult service agencies to build  
capacity for improved employment outcomes for youth receiving SSI. 
They will demonstrate how these practices have direct implications meet-
ing requirements for IDEIA’s Indicator 14 and the WIOA pre-employment 
services. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Kelli Crane, Arun Karpur, Ellie Hartman, Corrine Weidenthal  
KENSINGTON A—11:15 -12:15 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

IT TAKES A VILLAGE ...... 
 

Aiken County saw the need to organize and network with outside agen-
cies to create an effective Transition Program within our district. The 
communication gaps between community agencies, schools, and families 
increased. The result was fewer students leaving high school prepared for 
employment or connections to have a life of independence. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Chera Richardson, Jennifer Minichan  
ETON—11:15 -12:15 – Thursday 

ATTAINMENT’S BLENDED TRANSITION SOLUTION; “WALKING THE 
TALK” 
 

Attainment has designed transition programs and tools for 35+ years!  
Attainment “walks the talk” by employing outstanding individuals with 
disabilities too.  This session will cover self-determination & awareness—
personal care—independent living—training—education and employment 
solutions.  All attendees will receive a FREE APP and an Adapt Re-
source! ($90.00 value) 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Ann Meyer—Attainment Company 
WINDSOR C—11:15-12:15 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

CAPACITY BUILDING THROUGH PERSONNEL DEVELOPMENT: THE 
CHANGING ROLES OF TRANSITION SPECIALISTS 
 

An evaluation of the Transition to Work Endorsement (TTW) at Kent State 
provides evidence regarding the importance of a specialized credential for 
transition professionals. An analysis of self-assessments and focus data 
show changes in perceived roles,  
including changes in the specialist role by taking on leadership  
activities. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Robert Flexer, Rachel McMahan Queen, Carol Sparber  
PALMETTO PAVILION—11:15 -12:15 – Thursday  
 
 

****************************************************************************************** 
 
 

THURSDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
1:30 – 2:30 

 
 

USING AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENTS TO INFORM TRANSITION IEP 
DECISIONS, PLANNING, AND SERVICES 
 

Using Authentic Assessments to Inform Transition IEP Decisions,  
Planning and Services will provide participants with an overview of how to 
connect transition services and activities to authentic age appropriate 
transition assessments. Guiding questions to create effective authentic 
assessments will be discussed, along with examples of process to  
practice. 
 

Strand: Transition Assessment 
Presenters: Joni Schmalzried, Teresa Grossi  
WINDSOR A—1:30-2:30 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

SELF-DETERMINATION INVENTORY: STUDENT REPORT -  
INTRODUCING A NEW MEASURE OF SELF-DETERMINATION 
 

This presentation will introduce and describe the validation  
process of a new student self-report measure of self-determination, the 
Self-Determination Inventory: Student Report (SDI:SR). The SDI:SR is the 
first tool created as part of the Self-Determination Inventory System 
(SDIS), which will include self- and other-report (parent, teacher)
measures of self-determination. 
 

Strand:  Self-Determination 
Presenters: Karrie Shogren, Michael Wehmeyer,  
Sheida Khamsi  
WINDSOR B—1:30-2:30 – Thursday 
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INVOLVEMENT OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES IN EXTRACUR-
RICULAR ACTIVITIES: EXPANDING THE DISCUSSION 
 

Students with disabilities can learn important transition-related goals 
through participation in extracurricular activities. This presentation will 
share the results of interviews with special educators, transition coordina-
tors, parents, and students to identify how the transition IEP process can 
be used to help facilitate involvement. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Colleen Thoma, Andrew Wojcik, Irina Cain, Cindi Nixon, Ron 
Tamura  
KENSINGTON A—1:30-2:30 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

ATTENDING COLLEGE WITH PETS:USING PRE-VOCATIONAL 
FUNDS TO INTRODUCE LOCAL POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION 
OPPORTUNITIES TO IEP STUDENTS 
 

This presentation describes the inaugural year of a regional partnership 
between five rural school districts, a community college, and a regional 
vocational rehabilitation office to provide students with disabilities access 
to an authentic college experience so as to increase their access to post-
secondary education through supported experience-based learning. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Tom Robbins, Heather Wallace, Kim Waller,  
ETON—1:30-2:30 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

18-21 SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES: THE STRATEGIES AND 
TOOLS TO DEVELOP MODEL PROGRAMS 
 

Services for students, ages 18-21, should not be more high school. Ad-
ministrators will learn to train and mentor quality  
programs, as demonstration sites, for the district or state.  
Educators will learn and receive tools to address needs, such as, decision
-making, simplified course descriptions, adult transition assessment, and 
student-directed activities. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Vickie Mitchell, Leena Landmark  
WINDSOR C—1:30-2:30 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE TRANSITION  
CURRICULUM AND THE TAXONOMY OF TRANSITION 
 

This study focuses on the quality of different transition curricula and their 
relation to the transition process. Specifically this study identifies how 
these curricula compare when assessed under the domains of the  
Taxonomy of Transition. 
 

Strand:  Transition Assessment 
Presenters:  Robert Maddalozzo, Michele Perchess,  
PALMETTO PAVILLION—1:30-2:30 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

TRIANGULATING THE TRANSITION IEP: IMPACT ON  
STUDENT OUTCOMES 
 

Triangulating transition components of the IEP with industry  
standards, state standards, and graduation requirements has emerged as 
an innovative practice. We know it has potential for creating a relevant, 
compliant, and defensible IEPs, but what  
evidence do we have? This session discusses the process and the impact 
on student outcomes 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Lori Peterson, June Gothberg,  
KENSINGTON D—1:30-2:30 – Thursday 
 
 

TOWARD MORE MEANINGFUL TRANSITION ASSESSMENT: A 
LARGE-SCALE STUDY OF PRACTICES AND PROFESSIONAL  
DEVELOPMENT NEEDS 
 

We will present findings from a statewide study of transition assessment 
and planning involving 900 middle and high school special educators. 
Learn about the tools educators use, the areas they assess, the  
collaborators they involve, the training they want, the factors shaping their 
decisions, and implications for policy and practice. 
 

Strand:  Transition Assessment 
Presenter:  Lauren Bethune (47) 
KENSINGTON B—1:30-2:30 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

USING VIDEO MODELING AND VIDEO PROMPTING TO TEACH ACA-
DEMIC SKILLS TO STUDENTS WITH  
DISABILITIES: WHAT THE RESEARCH SAYS 
 

This presentation will present research related to using VP and VM to 
teach academic skills to student with disabilities. The presentation will use 
an interactive format to engage participants and get them thinking about 
how they can use VM and VP to  
deliver academic content to their students. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Ryan Kellems  
KENSINGTON C—1:30-2:30 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS: WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR 
STUDENTS WITH SIGNIFICANT DISABILITY? 
 

This presentation shares results from a Delphi Study in which experts 
completed a multi-stage approach to eliciting input and consensus  
regarding critical features of a College and Career Readiness framework 
targeting students with significant disabilities. Strategies for improving 
CCR across 6 domains for youth with significant disabilities will be shared. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Mary Morningstar  
SOMERSET—1:30-2:30 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT DCDT’S NEW NATIONAL CERTIFI-
CATION IN TRANSITION? 
 

Be one of the first to know more about DCDT’s National  
Certification in Transition based on DCDT/CEC’s research-based transition 
standards! Learn how you can become involved in the process! 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Jane Razeghi, Mary Morningstar, Kendra Williams-Diehm, 
Stacie Dojonovic, Dale Mateusich,  
Maria Paiewonsky   
OXFORD—1:30-2:30 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

DIVERSITY 202: BUILDING CAPACITY FOR CULTURAL  
RECIPROCITY 
 

In transition, value systems of various individuals often collide. Developing 
the skills to provide culturally reciprocal services to youth and their families 
is fundamental to improving outcomes for racially, ethnically, and linguisti-
cally diverse students. This session focuses on developing resources and 
networks to increase the cultural reciprocity of your work. 
 

Strand:  Diversity/Multicultural Approaches to Transition 
Presenters:  Tiana Povenmire-Kirk, Lauren Bethune (271) 
HAMPTON—1:30-2:30 – Thursday 
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CLIMATE CHANGE IN HIGHER EDUCATION: INCLUDING STUDENTS 
WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES (I/DD). 
 

Does the climate in higher education change when students with  
I/DD are included? Results of this research on PSE program   
implementation indicates that climate change is a requirement of inclusive 
program implementation. Changes in perceptions related to disability may 
be a by-product of inclusive PSE programs. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Cheryl Morgan, Hunter Matusevich  
KENSINGTON E—1:30-2:30 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

DCDT STATE LEADERSHIP MEETING 
 

Bring your great ideas and activities from your state and consider being 
part of the DCDT leadership. 
 

Strand:  Membership 
Presenter:  Darlene Unger 
KENSINGTON F—1:30-2:30 – Thursday 
 

***************************************************** 
 

THURSDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
2:45-3:45 

 

 

EXPANDING THE CIRCLE: PREPARING AMERICAN INDIAN YOUTH 
FOR THE TRANSITION TO COLLEGE AND LIFE 
 

Newly revised and updated, Expanding the Circle, Respecting the Past; 
Preparing for the Future (2016) is the culmination of over 20 years of 
curriculum programming with Native youth, educators, community, and 
family members. This curriculum walks Native youth down a path to un-
derstand themselves and create a  
post-high school plan. 
 

Strand:  Diversity/Multicultural Approaches to Transition 
Presenters:  Jean Echternacht  
WINDSOR A—2:45-3:45 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

PATHWAYS TO EMPLOYMENT: VIRGINIA’S TRANSITION  
INITIATIVES 
 

Pathways to Employment: Virginia’s Transition Initiatives presentation will 
offer transition stakeholders a glimpse into several research and  
demonstration projects that have been implemented across Virginia to 
improve career and college readiness skills for youth and young adults 
with disabilities. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Jaclyn Camden, Judy Averill, Lisa Holland  
WINDSOR B—2:45-3:45 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

APPLYING AN ORGANIZING FRAMEWORK OF COLLEGE AND CA-
REER READINESS TO TRANSITION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 

We will present an organizing framework of college and career readiness: 
(a) academic engagement, (b) mindset, (c) learning processes, (d) critical 
thinking, (e) interpersonal engagement, and (f) transition competencies. 
We will propose strategies to apply the framework to established transi-
tion practices: age-appropriate transition assessment and IEP annual and 
postsecondary goals. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Allison Lombardi, Mary Morningstar, Laura Kern (60) 
KENSINGTON B—2:45-3:45 – Thursday 

SYSTEMIC STRATEGIES FOR ADDRESSING ISSUES OF  
LIMITED RESOURCES AND EXPERTISE IN SUCCESSFUL TRANSI-
TION PLANNING FOR DEAF AND HARD-OF-HEARING STUDENTS 
 

Providing transition services to deaf and hard-of-hearing students is being 
increasingly impacted by budget cuts and services  
focused on high population numbers. Reduced resources and access to 
expertise can be ameliorated by using an ecological framework in con-
junction with person-centered planning. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Pamela Luft  
KENSINGTON C—2:45-3:45 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

DIGITAL PATHWAYS TOWARD COLLEGE, CAREER, AND  
COMMUNITY: MARYLAND’S TRANSITION DIGITAL PORTFOLIO 
 

Learn about Maryland's efforts to align secondary transition  
requirements in a student-driven digital platform. Implementation of a 
Transition Digital Portfolio will support transition using a data informed 
decision making process, secondary transition data, while engaging stu-
dents, families, and other community partners to support them to be col-
lege, career and community ready. 
 

Strand: Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Christy Stuart  
SOMERSET—2:45-3:45 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

CREATING AN EVIDENCE-BASED DUAL ENROLLMENT TRANSITION 
MODEL: THE THINK COLLEGE TRANSITION PROJECT 
 

This session will share findings and implications from the Think College 
Transition Project, a four-year i3 study to develop, implement, and  
evaluate an evidence-based inclusive dual enrollment transition model for 
students with intellectual disability and autism (ID/A). Research and  
practice implications will be shared. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Meg Grigal, Maria Paiewonsky, Debra Hart  
OXFORD—2:45-3:45 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

REACH FOR THE STARS! STUDENTS TRANSITIONING TO ACHIEVE 
REAL SUCCESS: EDUCATION AND LOCAL BUSINESSES  
COLLABORATE TO CREATE INNOVATIVE STUDENT  
OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Reach for the STARS! Students Transitioning to Achieve Real Success is 
an innovative community partnership that models true collaborative spirit 
in an at-risk, high poverty, rural area. The project transforms traditional 
community vocational training experiences with technology,transportation, 
assessment, and entrepreneurship while creating a network of stakehold-
ers for our transition youth. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Kromer Kathryn, Madej Cinthia, Bowald Shirley, Lengyel 
Cynthia  
HAMPTON—2:45-3:45 – Thursday 
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PARTNERS IN TRANSITION: EDUCATORS AND VOCATIONAL RE-
HABILITATION COUNSELORS WORKING TOGETHER 
 

Providing transition services that include academic preparation, career 
development and work experiences is a huge task! Developing collabora-
tive partnerships between teachers and vocational rehabilitation increases 
school, community and employment experiences for students. Partnering 
creates both opportunities and challenges. This session will provide  
strategies that will help in developing effective partnerships. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Jacque Hyatt, Ruth Allison  
KENSINGTON E—2:45-3:45 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

CONNECTING ASSESSMENT TO EMPLOYMENT  
CURRICULUM: A MODULAR CURRICULUM APPROACH 
 

Teachers have a finite amount of time to deliver employment-based cur-
ricula. The Vocational Fit Assessment helps teachers prioritize classroom 
time to help teachers learn specific skills using a modular curriculum 
approach. The assessment and curriculum that flows from the assess-
ment will be demonstrated. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Dennis Cleary, Andrew Persch, Margo Izzo  
KENSINGTON F—2:45-3:45 – Thursday  
 

*************************************** 
 

THURSDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
4:00-5:00 

 
COMPLICATING COMING OUT: INTERSECTIONS OF  
DISABILITY, GENDER, AND SEXUALITY 
 

“For me, it’s always trying to judge beforehand, What is this  
person’s reaction going to be?" Powerful words from a college student 
with disabilities who identifies as LGBTQ. This session will describe re-
sults from in-depth interviews with 31 students, their thoughts about dis-
closing identities and disconnections, and ideas for change. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Ryan Miller, Richmond Wynn, Kristine Webb  
WINDSOR A—4:00-5:00 – Thursday  
 

*********** 

 

MOVE: ENGANGING AFRICAN AMERICAN MALES WITH  
DISABILITES 
 

This session will focus on research to support engaging African-American 
males and parents in the education process. Barriers and successes will 
be explored including resources to school  
personnel serving African American males with disabilities in grades 9-11. 
Categories will include diversity and multicultural  
approaches, family partnership in transition and student  
engagement. 
 

Strand:  Diversity/Multicultural Approaches to Transition 
Presenters:  John McNaught, Amanda Randall  
WINDSOR B—4:00-5:00 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

IT TAKES A VILLAGE 
 

This presentation is for anyone responsible for creating a  
comprehensive high school workforce development program using 
funding from various federally funded organizations. Various  
processes and procedures to address the implementation of, and 
the responsibility for Pre-Employment Transition Activities (PETS) 
through the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) will 
be shared. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Pamela Downing-Hosten (70) 
KENSINGTON B—4:00-5:00 – Thursday 

DISCOVERING ME!  HOW TO USE THE DISCOVERY  
PROCESS WITH MIDDLE STUDENTS TO BUILD  
OPPORTUNITIES IN THE HOME, SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY. 
 

Frustrated by the limitations of traditional transition assessments or the 
lack of parent involvement in the transition planning  
process? If so, learn about the Discovering ME project.  
Participants will learn how the basic principles of the Discovery process 
developed by Marc Gold and Associates were adapted for use with stu-
dents. 
 

Strand:  Transition Assessment 
Presenters:  Lisa Holland, Judy Averill, Jaclyn Allen Kromer Kathryn, 
Madej Cinthia, Bowald Shirley, Lengyel Cynthia  
KENSINGTON A—2:45-3:45 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

INTEGRATING PREDICTORS FOR POSITIVE POST-SCHOOL OUT-
COMES AND SUPPORT STRATEGIES FOR  
TRANSITIONING STUDENTS WITH EBD OR MENTAL HEALTH DIS-
ORDERS 
 

This session is intended to provide schools, districts, and other stakehold-
ers in secondary transition with information on how to integrate predictors 
associated with positive post-school outcomes for students with disabili-
ties. Strategies and resources for  
supporting and facilitating successful transition for students with EBD or 
mental health disorders will be provided. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Kelly Clark, Tosha Owens   
ETON—2:45-3:45 – Thursday 

*********** 
 

PROJECT DISCOVERY: HANDS-ON CAREER EDUCATION FOR ALL 
STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS! 
 

Project Discovery is a dynamic, hands-on career education and skills 
training curriculum that improves transition outcomes, promotes school 
retention and helps students with special needs of all levels to succeed.  
Evidence-based practices embedded in the program support students 
with autism and other development disabilities to discover their passions 
and interests! 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Tansition 
Presenters:  Amy Schuiteboer—Education Associates, Inc 
WINDSOR C—2:45-3:45 – Thursday 
 

*********** 

THE MISSING CONNECTION FOR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES: 
HEALTH CARE TRANSITION IN THE EDUCATIONAL SETTING  
 

How can educators and transition specialists support students and their 
families in the often-overlooked part of transition planning a proactive and 
safe healthcare transition? Much can be done early and often regarding 
healthcare transition planning at all school levels. “Turn the tide” with 
research, evidence-based practices, and practical resources! 
 

Strand:  Family Partnerships 
Presenters:  Linda Starns  
PALMETTO PAVILLION—2:45-3:45 – Thursday 
 

*********** 

THAT'S LIFE: LIVING AND LEARNING ON AN INCLUSIVE  
UNIVERSITY CAMPUS 
 

According to students with I/DD and the individuals who  
provide transition services and supports for their inclusion in  
post-secondary education (PSE) on university campuses, it's all 
about LIFE. Students, Faculty, administrators, and peer mentors 
come together to discuss their experiences, successes, and  
challenges in inclusive PSE settings on University campuses. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Cheryl Morgan, Sharon Richter, Cate Smith, Mandy 
Harrison, Shayla Anderson, Emily Peal (235) 
KENSINGTON D—2:45-3:45 – Thursday 
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INCLUDING SIBLINGS IN TRANSITION AND FUTURES  
PLANNING 
 

Siblings’ relationships and responsibilities change, particularly as they 
enter adulthood, and they continue to evolve throughout life. A conceptual 
model is presented that includes siblings in transition & futures planning 
during IEPs and person-centered discussions. Adult siblings acquire 
varying roles (advocate, legal  
representative). Strategies and supports for siblings are shared. 
 

Strand:  Family Partnerships 
Presenters:  Dorothy Millar  
KENSINGTON C—4:00-5:00 – Thursday 
 

*********** 

PERSONNEL PREP AND TEACHING TRAINING:  
COMPETENCIES PROVIDE COMMON GROUND 
 

The DCDT Transition Specialist Standards are used to provide a frame-
work for the Secondary Education and Transition graduate program at the 
University of Kansas as well as professional  
development in the state of Maryland. This session describe strategies for 
incorporating competency-based education and training for university 
students AND teachers/transition  
specialists. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Monica Simonsen, Christy Stuart  
SOMERSET—4:00-5:00 – Thursday 
 

*********** 

FROM DREAMS TO PRACTICE: CULTIVATING HIGHER  
EDUCATION OPTIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH  
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY 
 

College options for students with intellectual disability are slowly growing 
nationwide. However, there is work needed to assure that students in 
every state have access to college that result in high quality post-school 
outcomes. Presenters will offer  
evidenced-based practices to grow inclusive higher education options for 
students with intellectual disability. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Meg Grigal, Debra Hart, Clare Papay 
OXFORD—4:00-5:00 – Thursday  
 

*********** 

CAREER READINESS FOR STUDENTS WITH  
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES AT THE SECONDARY AND POSTSEC-
ONDARY LEVELS 
 

This presentation explores the research in career and  
technical education as it relates to individuals with  
intellectual disabilities. Implications for secondary practitioners,  
postsecondary practitioners, and future research will be  
discussed. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Jessica Monahan, Allison Lombardi 
HAMPTON—4:00-5:00 – Thursday  
 

*********** 

 

PEER-MEDIATED INTERVENTIONS TO SUPPORT THE  
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT OF SECONDARY STUDENTS WITH AU-
TISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS (ASD) 
 

Peer-Mediated Interventions (PMI) are an effective and relatively easy 
intervention teachers can implement into large inclusive secondary class-
rooms to support the academic achievement of students with ASD and 
specific learning needs. Using a systematic review of the literature we 
identify key components that can help teachers  
systematically support academic success. 
 

Strand:  Student Engagement in Secondary Schools 
Presenters:  Michael Mahoney  
KENSINGTON A—4:00-5:00 – Thursday 

ENHANCING EMPLOYMENT OUTCOMES FOR COLLEGE  
STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES 
 

See how three college programs across Ohio increase  
employment outcomes for youth with ID. Gain access to a video  
repository of worksites used by professional and students, and  
webinars that provide information on career discovery and worksite analy-
sis that result in quality internships leading to employment. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Margo Izzo, Dennis Cleary, Darlene Unger,  
Diane Clouse  
ETON—4:00-5:00 – Thursday 
 

*********** 

 

TRANSITION AT MATHENY SCHOOL: USING TEAM BASED  
APPROACH TO PROMOTE INDEPENDENCE FOR MEDICALLY COM-
PLEX STUDENTS WITH MULTIPLE DISABILITIES. 
 

Transition planning for the medically complex student with multiple disabil-
ities is a team approach at Matheny School. Learn how we  
creatively and collaboratively assess the student, their interests, the work 
task, environment and equipment, and what adaptations are needed to 
maximize independence and success in a  
supported structured learning opportunity. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Lynne Quada, Jesse Meadow, Brynna McGinnis,  
Darlene Tammara  
WINDSOR C—4:00-5:00 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

CHEROKEE COUNTY TRANSITION PORTFOLIO AND  
RESOURCES TOOL KIT 
 

A Transition Portfolio is used to establish an individualized cumulative 
binder of each student's essential information and secondary  
transition goals and objectives with an emphasis on self-determination. 
The Transition Portfolio also includes the  
Implementation of Me! Curriculum and Choicemaker Curriculum. 
 

Strand:  Self-Determination 
Presenters:  Kathy Brannon, Catherine Allen, Randy Hudson,  
Alice Porter  
PALMETTO PAVILLION—4:00-5:00 – Thursday 
 

*********** 

 

WORLD OF WORK PROGRAM: BUILDING PATHWAYS TO  
EMPLOYMENT 
 

World of Work job skills enrichment program has been  
combining both classroom skills training & on-the-job  
experience at participating local businesses for school-age  
students with disabilities. WOW has flourished as more school districts, 
parents, & students learn about the possibilities that exist when doors to 
the world of work open. 
 

Strand: Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Kristin Collins, Paula Kerber  
KENSINGTON D—4:00-5:00 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

TEACHING IT ALL: EMBEDDING ACADEMICS IN  
FUNCTIONAL SKILLS FOR STUDENTS WITH  
SIGNIFICANT NEEDS 
 

This presentation will be interactive. Participants will learn about a study 
conducted in which students with intellectual disabilities were taught a job 
skill and learned academic content at the same time. The focus will be on 
teaching practitioners to use the same intervention in their individual pro-
grams and classrooms. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Misty Terrell  
KENSINGTON E—4:00-5:00 – Thursday 
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SELF-MONITORING HYGIENE TO PREPARE INDIVIDUALS WITH 
DISABILITIES FOR EMPLOYMENT 
 

As individuals with disabilities prepare for employment, hygiene needs 
to be considered as a skill to address. This session  
examines the effect of self-monitoring on hygiene, among 6  
individuals with disabilities as they prepare for employment.  
Findings will guide the field to better support individuals with  
disabilities in employment preparation. 
 

Strand:  Pat Sitlington Emerging Researcher Award Session 
Presenters:  Christina Gushanas  
PEMBROKE—5:30-6:30 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

THE FEASIBILITY, ACCEPTABILITY, AND EFFICACY OF  
IMPLEMENTING A MENTAL HEALTH CURRICULUM IN  
TRANSITION AGE SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASSROOMS.  
 

The Think, Be, Do curriculum is a mental health curriculum  
developed to be implemented in transition age special education class-
rooms. This poster presentation will report on the feasibility, acceptabil-
ity, and efficacy of implementing the curriculum for  
students with disabilities. Findings and future implications will be dis-
cussed. 
 

Strand:  Pat Sitlington Emerging Researcher Award Session 
Presenters:  James Sinclair  
PEMBROKE—5:30-6:30 – Thursday 
 

*********** 

 

MOTIVATIONAL FACTORS IMPACTING PARENT  
INVOLVEMENT IN SECONDARY SPECIAL EDUCATION & TRANSI-
TION 
 

This poster presents findings from a dissertation study  
investigating associations between motivators for involvement and re-
ported involvement behaviors in a national sample of 300 parents of 
youth with disabilities. Results identified four motivators associated with 
parent involvement in secondary education and transition planning. 
Implications for research and practice are identified. 
 

Strand:  Pat Sitlington Emerging Researcher Award Session 
Presenters:  Kara Hirano  
PEMBROKE—5:30-6:30 – Thursday 
 
 
 

**************************************************** 
 

PAT SITLINGTON EMERGING RESEARCHER  
AWARD SESSIONS 

THURSDAY—6:30-7:30 
PEMBROKE  

 
 

THE PROCESS OF INTERAGENCY COLLABORATION  
BETWEEN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM AND VR:  
POST-SCHOOL OUTCOMES FOR STUDENTS WITH  
DISABILITIES 
 

The purpose of this mixed methodology study is to understand what 
happens when youth with disabilities are referred to VR for services 
while in high school through the examination of their  
outcomes, personal characteristics, and key stakeholders'  
perspectives from an interagency collaboration initiative. 
 

Strand:  Pat Sitlington Emerging Researcher Award Session 
Presenters:  Jessica Awsumb  
PEMBROKE—6:30-7:30—Thursday 

 

INTER-DISCIPLINARY TRAINING IN TRANSITION  
POLICIES, PLANNING, AND PRACTICES 
 

We will discuss an OSEP funded training program that is  
preparing school psychology and special education students to provide 
culturally responsive transition policies, planning and practices. Through 
clinical training, students are developing skills in (a) collaborative consul-
tation, (b) person-family  
centered transition planning, (c) culturally-responsive transition practices, 
and (d) systems change. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Kristin Powers, Edwin Achola  
KENSINGTON F - 4:00-5:00 – Thursday 
 
 

********************************************************************** 
 

PAT SITLINGTON EMERGING RESEARCHER  
AWARD SESSIONS 

THURSDAY—5:30-6:30 
PEMBROKE 

 
PERCEPTIONS OF TRANSITION SPECIALISTS SERVING HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: INSIGHTS REGARDING 
THE SUFFICIENCY OF THEIR PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT. 
 

Perceptions of Transition Specialists serving High School Students with 
Disabilities: Insights Regarding the Sufficiency of their  
Professional Preparation and Development. 
 

Strand:  Pat Sitlington Emerging Researcher Award Session 
Presenter:  Dawn Breault  
PEMBROKE—5:30-6:30 – Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

A STUDY OF TRANSITION COORDINATORS'  
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGE APPROPRIATE TRANSITION AS-
SESSMENT MANDATE 
 

This study provides insight into local educators (transition  
coordinators) experience of implementing transition assessment policy 
including, but not limited to: feelings, frustrations, inhibiting factors, suc-
cessful practices and processes, the amount of  
guidance provided by SEA for implementation, and  
recommendations to improve practice, policy and future  
research. 
 

Strand:  Pat Sitlington Emerging Researcher Award Session 
Presenters:  Stacie Dojonovic  
PEMBROKE—5:30-6:30 – Thursday 
 

*********** 

 

THE VOICE OF PARENTS: POST-HIGH SCHOOL  
EXPECTATIONS, PRIORITIES, AND CONCERNS FOR  
STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILI-
TIES 
 

This presentation analyzed the 2013 United States Rehabilitation Parent 
expectations have a powerful influence on the  
post-school aspirations and outcomes of young people with  
disabilities. This large-scale study addresses parents’ expectations relat-
ed to employment, education, and community life, as well as the factors 
shaping those expectations. Implications for research, policy, and practice 
to raise expectations will be  
addressed. 
 

Strand:  Pat Sitlington Emerging Researcher Award Session 
Presenters:  Carly Blustein  
PEMBROKE—5:30-6:30 – Thursday 
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PEER SUPPORTS IN WORK BASED SCHOOL SETTINGS FOR STUDENTS 
WITH SEVERE DISABILITIES 
 

This study used a multiple baseline design to examine the effects of peer 
support interventions in work-based high school settings on the work and 
social skills of students with and without severe disabilities for post-school 
employment transition outcomes. 
 

Strand:  Pat Sitlington Emerging Researcher Award Session 
Presenters:  Lindsay Athamanah  
PEMBROKE—6:30-7:30 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

EFFICACY OF NEWS2YOU ON NEWS KNOWLEDGE FOR  
TRANSITION-AGE STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES 
 

This presentation will discuss the findings of a small-n multiple probe design 
study that measured news knowledge, using the News2You iPad app, through 
reading comprehension for transition-age students with intellectual disabilities. 
Results are anticipated to show that the News2You app increased news 
knowledge for transition-age students with intellectual disabilities 
 

Strand:  Pat Sitlington Emerging Researcher Award Session 
Presenters:  David Brunow  
PEMBROKE—6:30-7:30 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

SUPPORTING YOUTH IN TRANSITION TO INDEPENDENT LIVING 
 

This study identifies effective ways families and schools can  
support transition to independent living for youth with disabilities. We have 
developed a model for understanding the role of different factors and their 
effect on postsecondary living status by using nationally representative data 
from the NLTS2. 
 

Strand:  Pat Sitlington Emerging Researcher Award Session 
Presenters:  Irina Cain  
PEMBROKE—6:30-7:30 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

ENGAGING COMMUNITIES TO IMPROVE EMPLOYMENT  
OUTCOMES FOR YOUTH WITH INTELLECTUAL AND  
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
 

This mixed-method, longitudinal study focused on the efforts of seven diverse 
communities to improve employment outcomes for youth with disabilities 
through locally led “community  
conversations.” Data addressing the design, implementation,  
follow-up, and outcomes of these interventions will be presented, along with 
recommendations for research, policy, and practice. 
 

Strand:  Pat Sitlington Emerging Researcher Award Session 
Presenters:  Jennifer Bumble  
PEMBROKE—6:30-7:30 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

INCREASING MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS ’ DISABILITY AWARENESS 
AND SELF-ADVOCACY SKILLS 
 

Disability awareness and self-advocacy have been identified as student be-
haviors associated with-post secondary education and employment outcomes. 
This multiple-baseline across subjects study examines the efficacy of the ME! 
Lesson Package on the disability awareness and self-advocacy knowledge of 
middle school students with mild/moderate disabilities in a special education 
setting. 
 

Strand:  Pat Sitlington Emerging Researcher Award Session 
Presenters:  Cassie Nash  
PEMBROKE—6:30-7:30 – Thursday 

 

****** 
POSTER SESSIONS 

THURSDAY—10:00-11:00 
PEMBROKE 

 
WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM POST-SCHOOL OUTCOMES DATA? 
RESULTS FROM AN ANALYSIS OF INDICATOR 14 DATA AND IM-
PLICATIONS FOR PRACTICE.  
 

This presentation shares results from a qualitative analysis conducted 
from the state-delivered Post-School Outcomes survey. Student-voiced 
positive high school transition and student engagement activities were 
identified. The top activities will be discussed and linked to strategies to 
enhance quality transition programming. 
 

Strand:  Student Engagement in Secondary Schools 
Presenters:  Beth Clavenna-Deane, Wendy Coates  
PEMBROKE—10:00-11:00 –Thursday  
 

*********** 

SIFE: A ROADMAP FOR SUCCESS. 
 

Self-determination is an important part of a successful  
post-secondary transition. Innovative instructional strategies encourage 
students to take risks and to develop intrinsic  
motivations for learning. Using a qualitative approach, this study will 
discuss successful instructional strategies that have  
benefited SIFE and special education students who are also classified 
as SIFE. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Sankung Susso  
PEMBROKE—10:00-11:00 – Thursday  
 

*********** 

KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD DISABILITIES 
 

This researcher investigated the correlation between knowledge of 
disabilities and attitudes toward individuals with disabilities.  
Research such as this may be useful to educators in order to teach 
people about disabilities, inclusion, and acceptance of  
others. This knowledge could contribute to more positive  
interactions between those with and without disabilities. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Hunter Matusevich  
PEMBROKE—10:00-11:00 – Thursday  
 

*********** 

A MULTI-DISTRICT COLLABORATIVE JOB CLUB FOR  
TRANSITION STUDENTS 
 

Multiple transition programs have teamed up to run an innovative Job 
Club for students. Students and college peers meet weekly at a local 
college for socialization and job related discussion. Topic would also 
include curricular outlines and ideas for implementation to your current 
district. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Paul Harris  
PEMBROKE—10:00-11:00 – Thursday  
 

*********** 

WELCOME RECEPTION  

AND  

THE PAT SITLINGTON  

STUDENT RESEARCH  AWARD  

POSTER COMPETITION 
*********** 

5:30 – 7:30  – THURSDAY 

PEMBROKE
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IANIMATE: EXPLORING THE USE OF ANIMATION AND  
VIRTUAL ENVIRONMENTS IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS 
 

This presentation reports findings from a literature review which explore 
the effectiveness of using animation to enhance video based instruction. 
Some necessary transition skills are dangerous to teach or based on 
sensitive subject material. Videos enhanced with animation are used to 
educate students with disabilities about these often difficult-to-teach skills. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Brynn Clarke, Ryan Kellems, Kaitlyn Frandsen,  
Kalee Simons  
PEMBROKE—10:00-11:00 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

PUSHING THE ACCEPTANCE ENVELOPE: HIGHER  EDUCATION 
FOR STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES 
 

Developing opportunities for students with intellectual disabilities at  
institutions of higher education can be a challenging process. This  
session explores the critical factors that led institutions to adopt and  
implement programs as well as the successes and challenges those  
programs faced. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Jill Curry  

PEMBROKE—10:00-11:00 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

SELF-ESTEEM AND SELF-ADVOCACY THROUGH  
EXCEPTIONAL ATHLETICS 
 

We will present on "Self Esteem and Self- Advocacy through Exceptional 
Athletics" through oral presentation, backed by professional research and 
real life accounts in our classroom setting. 
 

Strand:  Self-Determination 
Presenters:  Jason Cameron, Allyn Case, Paige Case  
PEMBROKE—10:00-11:00 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

POST-GRADUATION STATUS OF UNIVERSITY STUDENTS WITH 
DISABILITIES 
 

The objective of this presentation is to report findings of a study that  
examined the post-graduation status of university students with  
disabilities. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Delar Singh  
PEMBROKE—10:00-11:00 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

REVIEWING THE EFFECTS OF POSTSECONDARY  
EDUCATION ON EMPLOYMENT 
 

Students with disabilities want to go to college! Traditionally, the purpose 
of postsecondary education is to prepare for employment. This session 
examines employment outcomes after individuals with disabilities have 
completed postsecondary education. Findings illustrate the need to  
research employment outcomes for individuals with disabilities who have 
completed postsecondary education. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Christina Gushanas, Mary Whirley  
PEMBROKE—10:00-11:00 – Thursday  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
************************************************** 

POSTER SESSIONS 
THURSDAY 11:15-12:15 

PEMBROKE 
 
PREPARING REHABILITATION PROFESSIONALS TO IMPLE-
MENT PRE-EMPLOYMENT TRANSITION SERVICES AND CUS-
TOMIZED EMPLOYMENT. 
 

This presentation describes two Certificates of Graduate Studies in 
Rehabilitation Counseling: transition and customized  
employment. These certificates are designed to respond to the ex-
panded integrated employment expectations and expanded transition 
roles for rehabilitation counselors. The presentation will review how 
these certificates prepare rehabilitation counselors to work collabora-
tively with transition programs. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Tim Riesen,  
PEMBROKE—11:15-12:15 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

GROW YOUR OWN TRANSITION PROGRAM 
 

Transition programs evolve. What happens if your school does not 
have one or if it is falling apart? Grow our own transition program 
explains steps to create and expand local transition programs. We will 
share a summer program designed for leadership and work experi-
ence for students with disabilities. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Kimberly Osmani  
PEMBROKE—11:15-12:15 – Thursday  
 

*********** 

 

THE ROLE OF SELF-DETERMINATION IN PREDICTING  
ENROLLMENT IN AND COMPLETION OF POSTSECONDARY 
EDUCATION FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
 

This study conducted secondary analysis using data from the National 
Longitudinal Transition Study-2 (NLTS-2) to examine the degree to 
which three of the four essential characteristics of self-determination 
(autonomy, psychological empowerment, and self-realization) predict 
enrollment in and completion of different types of postsecondary  
education programs for students with disabilities. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Stefania Petcu  
PEMBROKE—11:15-12:15 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

DIFFERENCES IN YOUNG ADULT OUTCOMES OF INDIVIDUALS 
IDENTIFIED WITH INTERNALIZING AND EXTERNALIZING  
EMOTIONAL AND BEHAVIORAL DISTURBANCES BY AGE 16 
 

Secondary analysis of longitudinal data was conducted examining 
post-secondary outcomes of students with EBD by age 16. Data  
collection is ongoing and began in the early nineties. Data for  
education, training, employment, community engagement, and  
independent living outcomes are available. Also included are data on 
school based services provided. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Angela Prince  
PEMBROKE—11:15-12:15 – Thursday  
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TRAINING A PARAPROFESSIONAL TO IMPLEMENT THE CORE 
COMPONENTS OF VIDEO PROMPTING TO TEACH VOCATIONAL 
SKILLS 
 

This study evaluates a training package used to train a paraprofessional 
in the core components of video prompting. Results indicate that the 
training package resulted in increased video prompting  
implementation for the paraprofessional, as well as corresponding, in-
creased vocational skill behavior for the student. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Rachel Seaman  
PEMBROKE—11:15-12:15 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

EFFECTS OF SELF-ADVOCACY INSTRUCTION ON AFRICAN-
AMERICAN AND LATINO MALE COLLEGE STUDENTS'  
REQUEST FOR ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS: CROSS  
ANALYSIS OF STUDY RESULTS 
 

Research has shown having self-advocacy skills can lead to the success 
of students with learning disabilities in postsecondary education. This 
poster presentation will present findings from two studies that examined 
the effects of a self-advocacy intervention on African-American and Latino 
male college students’ request for academic accommodations. 
 

Strand:  Diversity/Multicultural Approaches to Transition 
Presenters:  Alex Chambers  
PEMBROKE—11:15-12:15 – Thursday  
 

*********** 

 

ICONVERSE: TEACHING SOCIAL SKILLS TO YOUNG ADULTS WITH 
DISABILITIES 
 

This poster presents the results of a study evaluating the effectiveness of 
video modeling plus instruction to teach individuals in an 18-21 program 
with disabilities to initiate a conversation. The results discuss the  
application the individuals acquired while participating in the study. 
 

Strand:   Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Kalee Simons, Ryan Kellems, Kaitlyn Frandsen,  
Brynn Clarke  
PEMBROKE—11:15-12:15 – Thursday  
 

*********** 

 

MURRAY COUNTY GEORGIA SCHOOLS POWER  
PROGRAM - PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES IN WORKFORCE EM-
PLOYMENT READINESS 
 

In the Exceptional Student population, for effective transitioning, a student 
must be exposed to training for a post-secondary life that is a realistic and 
prepared future outlook for them individually. Murray County Schools in 
Chatsworth, Georgia is answering this call by creating the POWER  
Program. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Lisa Winters  
PEMBROKE—11:15-12:15 – Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

FORGING PARTNERSHIPS WITH ALL FAMILIES: REVIEW OF CLD 
FAMILIES' PERSPECTIVES AND THE BARRIERS  
PREVENTING COLLABORATION WITH SCHOOLS 
 

Strand:  Diversity/Multicultural Approaches to Transition 
Presenters:  Molly Buren  
PEMBROKE—11:15-12:15 – Thursday 

 
 

 

POSTER SESSIONS 
THURSDAY 1:30-2:30 

PEMBROKE 
 
SELF-MONITORING CHECKLIST AS A COMPONENT OF THE SELF-
DIRECTED IEP 
 

Even when using established IEP participation curricula, teachers may 
need to enhance instruction with research-based strategies to support 
individual learners with IDD. In this study, middle and high school stu-
dents with intellectual disability successfully learned the steps of their 
IEP using a self-monitoring checklist along with the  
Self-directed IEP. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Karen Diegelmann  
PEMBROKE—1:30-2:30—Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

QUALITY INDICATORS OF CUSTOMIZED EMPLOYMENT 
 

Customized Employment (CE) is varied activities that can assist those 
with significant disabilities to gain employment. This presentation  
discusses studies that utilized quality indicators to measure CE. The 
indicators can be utilized by educators and practitioners to improve the 
CE process for those with significant disabilities. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Mary Pearson  
PEMBROKE—1:30-2:30—Thursday 
 

*********** 

 

APPS TO IMPROVE TRANSITION TO EMPLOYMENT AND POST-
SECONDARY EDUCATION 
 

This presentation will focus on applications for use with student with 
disabilities in transition service provision, behavior management, and 
general academic delivery. Participants will have an opportunity to  
interact with a variety of programs that help track student progress, 
communicate with parents and other stakeholders. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Alfred Daviso  
PEMBROKE—1:30-2:30—Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

MY TRANSITION PORTFOLIO:  KEYS TO UNLOCKING  
SELF-DETERMINATION FOR YOUNG ADULTS WITH  
DISABILITIES 
 

This session will provide attendees with an overview of My Transition 
Portfolio - Keys to Unlocking Self-Determination for Young Adults with 
Disabilities. An explanation of workbook  
components as well as ancillary products including a companion mobile 
app will be shared. 
 

Strand:  Self-Determination 
Presenters:   Barb Blakeslee  
PEMBROKE—1:30-2:30—Thursday 
 

*********** 

 

MORE PARENTS TRANSITIONING TOGETHER 
 

In this session, you will find out how one district makes Parent-Teacher 
Conferences more meaningful for the severe/profound-multiple disabili-
ties population. Through round table discussions, guest speakers, infor-
mation packets, Parent-Teacher Conferences get a makeover. We need 
to give these parents what they need for their child to have a great life. 
 

Strand:  Family Partnerships 
Presenters:  Cindy Carlton  
PEMBROKE—1:30-2:30—Thursday 
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MAXIMIZING TRANSITION OUTCOMES FOR STUDENTS WITH COM-
PLEX INSTRUCIONAL NEEDS: BUILDING SKILLS FOR THE FUTURE 
 

This presentation will look back across three years of implementation and 
share data findings around accessing Core Academic Standards to  
prepare students with complex Instructional needs to access a broader 
range of options for post-secondary education, employment and  
independent living. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Tracy Ficca, Jacki Lyster  
PEMBROKE—1:30-2:30—Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

BUILDING SELF-DETERMINATION AND YOUTH AUTONOMY 
THROUGH PERSONALIZED LEARNING 
 

The newly reauthorized ESSA provides states multiple opportunities to 
use personalized learning approaches within assessment, instruction, 
school improvement, and direct student services systems. This session 
explores the practice of personalized learning and possibilities for  
promoting self-determination and autonomy of youth with disabilities, 
using expanded special educator competencies. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Amy Pleet-Odle  
PEMBROKE—1:30-2:30—Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

HOW TO USE VOCFIT.COM TO MAKE SYSTEMATIC JOB MATCHES 
FOR PROJECT SEARCH INTERNS 
 

Strand:   Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Andrew Persch, Dennis Cleary  
PEMBROKE—1:30-2:30—Thursday 
 

 

************************************************** 
 

POSTER SESSIONS 
THURSDAY 2:45-3:45 

PEMBROKE 
 
EFFECTS OF GO 4 IT...NOW! STRATEGY INSTRUCTION ON  
THE EXPOSITORY WRITING SKILLS OF STUDENTS WITH  
DISABILITIES. 
 

GO 4 IT...NOW! strategy instruction teaches writing and self  
determination skills simultaneously to assist students with writing goals 
and increase IEP involvement. This poster will describe procedures and 
results of a current study conducted with three high school students with 
low incidence disabilities. Suggestions for implementation for practitioners 
will be provided. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Kelly Clark, Moira Konrad  
PEMBROKE—2:45-3:45—Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

MEASURING THE IMPACT OF ORGANIZATIONAL  
PARTICIPATION IN A YOUTH TRANSITIONS COLLABORATIVE 
 

Learn about the National Youth Transitions Center and Youth Transitions 
Collaborative (YTC)! The YTC is a community of 50 regional and national 
organizations that share the goal of empowering youth with disabilities to 
create a self-directed path to adulthood and employment. Gather rsources 
to enhance your own collaboration activities! 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Jessica Queener, Judy Shanley  
PEMBROKE—2:45-3:45—Thursday 
 
 

 
 

FAMILY PERCEPTIONS OF INVOLVEMENT AND ENGAGEMENT: 
ONE PROGRAM'S ACTION PLAN 
 

Learn about a research study recently completed examining parental 
perceptions of IEP and ITP involvement, and the action plan that was 
created as a result of the study’s findings. Participants will leave with 
practical ideas and resources to help their own programs foster  
meaningful communication between families, students and schools. 
 

Strand:  Family Partnerships 
Presenters:  Louise Yoho  
PEMBROKE—2:45-3:45-Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

IMPROVING SELF-DETERMINATION AND GOAL  

ATTAINMENT IN STUDENTS WITH ASD THROUGH THE USE OF 
SDLMI AND WORKFORCE READINESS INSTRUCTION 
 

"Skills to Pay the Bills: Mastering Soft Skills for Workplace Success" 
along with the Self-determined Learning Model of Instruction can be used 
to improve workforce readiness skills in students with high-functioning 
autism spectrum disorders. This program evaluation examines  
improvement in goal attainment, self-determination and workforce  
readiness skills. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  LeeAnn Wagner Cica  
PEMBROKE—2:45-3:45-Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

A META-ANALYSIS OF SINGLE-CASE TRANSITION  
RESEARCH SINCE IDEA 1990 
 

This poster will present results from a meta-analysis of 35 transition-
focused single-case research design intervention studies found in 22 top 
special education journals from 1990 to 2015. Findings will describe  
demographic information, transition related topics, and methodological 
rigor of single-case research design. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters: Lindsay Athamanah, Samantha Walte, Lisa Cushing, Daniel 
Maggin, Kasandra Posey  
PEMBROKE—2:45-3:45-Thursday  
 

********** 

 

CROSS-CULTURAL CASE STUDIES OF TRANSITION FOR ADULTS 
WITH AUTISM: EXPERIENCES IN THE U.S. AND  
CHINA 
 

This study investigates the lives of young adults with autism in China and 
the US from the perspectives of important stakeholders, including persons 
with autism, family members, and service providers. Results indicate that 
parent and self-advocacy and other support networks influence the nature 
of the transition process. 
 

Strand:  Diversity/Multicultural Approaches to Transition 
Presenters:  Diana Baker, Mary Kelly  
PEMBROKE—2:45-3:45-Thursday  
 

*********** 

 

THE USE OF EVERYDAY TECHNOLOGIES BY HIGH SCHOOL STU-
DENTS WITH AUTISM TO SUPPORT INDEPENDENCE 
 

This session will present findings from a survey study of more than 500 
high school students with autism regarding their everyday use of  
technology such as smartphones, tablets, and other computing devices to 
support their independence at school, home, and in the community. 
 

Strand:  Self-Determination 
Presenters:  Tara Regan  
PEMBROKE  - 2:45-3:45-Thursday  
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INCREASING EMPLOYMENT SKILLS OF STUDENTS WITH  
SIGNIFICANT DISABILITIES THROUGH THE USE OF APPLIED BEHAV-
IOR ANALYSIS STRATEGIES 
 

This presentation discusses the implementation of research-based Applied 
Behavior Analysis strategies within Project SEARCH, a work-study program 
for recent high school graduates with significant disabilities. The session will 
give examples of ABA strategies used to teach and increase employment 
skills. Participants will leave with resources for practical classroom  
application. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Margaret Johnson  
PEMBROKE—2:45-3:45-Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

MOVING BEYOND FUNCTIONAL SKILLS; ALGEBRA I  
INCLUSION FOR STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL  
DISABILITY 
 

To obtain entry level employment, to attend college, and to preform basic life 
skills, students need to develop algebra skills. This presentation reviews the 
rationale for including students in algebra. Additionally, the presentation will 
report the updated results from an on going experiment. 
 

Strand:  Student Engagement in Secondary Schools 
Presenters:  Andrew Wojcik  
PEMBROKE—2:45-3:45-Thursday  
 

*********************************************** 
 

POSTER SESSIONS 
THURSDAY 4:00-5:00 

PEMBROKE 
 
A FRAMEWORK FOR INTERAGENCY COLLABORATION 
 

The presentation by the Laurens County team will provide a working model 
for school districts and agencies to provide quality career preparation and 
work-based learning opportunities for students. The model facilitates student 
connections to agencies through the district's transition program and ensures 
a seamless transition upon completion of secondary school. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Carolyn Shortt  
PEMBROKE—4:00-5:00-Thursday  
 

*********** 

 

SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF NLTS2: AN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
PERSPECTIVE 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Andrew Persch, Dennis Cleary  
PEMBROKE—4:00-5:00-Thursday 
 

*********** 
 

HORRY COUNTY SCHOOLS OCCUPATIONAL  
PROGRAM:  WORK EXPERIENCE IS SEEKING ENTHUSIATIC, HARD 
WORKING, AND DEDICATED INDIVIDUALS!!! 
 

Horry County Schools Occupational Program will present local stakeholders 
to share why they support the program, provide work experience opportuni-
ties and employment to our students. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Jacqueline Bryant  
PEMBROKE—4:00-5:00-Thursday 
 
 

POST-SECONDARY PROMISE:  PERSONAL STORIES OF INCLU-
SION 
 

Post-secondary programs for students with Intellectual and  
Development Disabilities provide a variety of opportunities for inclusion on 
campus. How do we know if these opportunities are having an impact? 
Our presentation will share individual stories of the impact and promise of 
inclusion in post-secondary education. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Mary Louise Duffy  
PEMBROKE—4:00-5:00-Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

EFFECTS OF GO 4 IT...NOW! STRATEGY INSTRUCTION ON  
THE EXPOSITORY WRITING SKILLS OF STUDENTS WITH  
DISABILITIES. 
 

GO 4 IT...NOW! strategy instruction teaches writing and self  
determination skills simultaneously to assist students with writing goals 
and increase IEP involvement. This poster will describe procedures and 
results of a current study conducted with three high school students with 
low incidence disabilities. Suggestions for implementation for practitioners 
will be provided. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Kelly Clark, Moira Konrad  
PEMBROKE—4:00-5:00-Thursday  
 

*********** 
 

POSTSECONDARY LIFE: PARENT PERCEPTIONS OF  
TRANSITION PLANNING FOR STUDENTS WITH  
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES 
 

First, we will establish parent perceptions related to transition planning as 
a missing piece in current research. Next, we will share themes related to 
parent perceptions obtained through individual interviews. Based on these 
findings, we will discuss practical strategies for addressing parent  
concerns and including parents in postsecondary planning meetings. 
 

Strand:  Family Partnerships 
Presenters:  Jason Robinson  
PEMBROKE—4:00-5:00-Thursday  
 

*********** 

 

\PERSON-CENTERED PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: HOW ONE 
STATE'S MULTIPLE TRANSITION INITIATIVES ARE  
HAVING A POSITIVE IMPACT ON STAFF COMPETENCIES AND 
YOUTH OUTCOMES 
 

Timely and relevant professional development can be a scarce  
commodity in our field. Attendees will learn about 4 initiatives in one  
mid-Atlantic state that have had a substantial influence on how  
professionals further their competence, confidence and comfort levels in 
preparing youth and their families for transition to adult life. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenter:  George Tilson, Dale Matusevich  
PEMBROKE—4:00-5:00-Thursday 
 

 
 

OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION  
PROGRAMS 

 

Grantees Roundtable Discussion 
 

 Thursday:  5:00–6:00 

Room:  Winchester 
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FRIDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
8:00-9:00 

 

TRANSITION SERVICES PROVIDED BY INDEPENDENT LIVING CEN-
TERS: A MULTI-STATE QUASI-EXPERIMENTAL STUDY 
 

This presentation will share results from the first in-depth, multi-state 
analysis of transition services provided by independent living centers. The 
results will be discussed within the context of the Workforce Innovation 
and Opportunity Act. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Scott Kupferman  
OXFORD—8:00-9:00—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

CUSTOMIZED EMPLOYMENT: RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE 
RESEARCH 
 

This presentation provides a review of the existing peer-reviewed  
literature on customized employment. Presenters will provide  
recommendations for research including: validation on the effects of CE, 
CE fidelity of implementation scale, employer engagement, sustainability, 
and implementation of CE in the context of transition from school to  
employment. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Tim Riesen, Bob Morgan  
ETON—8:00-9:00—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

PARTNERS IN TRANSITION: TEACHER CANDIDATES AND PAR-
ENTS LEARNING TOGETHER 
 

Inexperienced educators do not always know how to involve parents in 
transition planning. The Partners in Transition project brought parents of 
adolescents with disabilities into a special education teacher preparation 
transition course as co-learners. By working together, teacher candidates 
and parents learned how to participate in transition planning as partners. 
 

Strand:  Family Partnerships 
Presenters:  Leena Landmark,  
WINCHESTER—8:00-9:00—Friday 
 

*********** 

 

MAPPING METHODS USED TO TEACH EMPLOYMENT SKILLS TO 
STUDENTS WITH IDD: A REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
 

Providing effective vocational instruction is essential to preparing students 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) for the world of work. 
I will present findings from a systematic literature review of research  
evaluating instructional methods and approaches used to teach  
employment skills for transition-age students with IDD. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Carly Blustein  
HAMPTON—:800-9:00—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

HIGH SCHOOL VS. COLLEGE: WHAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE 
WITH INCLUSIVE OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH  
DISABILITIES AND THEIR FAMILIES? 
 

This presentation will compare and contrast differences between high 
school and college for individuals with intellectual disability and their  
family members. Session attendees will be provided with practical ways to 
promote higher expectations and positive post-school opportunities in 
high school and beyond for individuals with intellectual disability. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Kelly Kelley, Sam Garrison, Matthew Hessburg, TJ Hessburg  
WINDSOR A—8:00-9:00—Friday  

LESSONS LEARNED BUILDING SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY CA-
PACTIY WHEN WORKING WITH RETURNING JUVENILE OFFEND-
ERS. 
 

This presentation discusses results from a national survey on school 
personnel perceptions of youth returning to school from incarceration. In 
addition, lessons learned from a national model demonstration grant on 
building capacity of school personnel's connection with community  
stakeholders to support youth's success will also be discussed. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Deanne Unruh, James Sinclair  
WINDSOR B—8:00-9:00—Friday  
 

*********** 

ACCURACY OF THE DEMANDS AND ABILITIES  
TRANSFORMING ALGORITHM (DATA) 
 

Strand:  Transition Assessment 
Presenters:  Andrew Persch, Dennis Cleary  
KENSINGTON A—8:00-9:00—Friday  
 

*********** 

PREDICTORS ASSOCIATED WITH EMPLOYMENT OUTCOMES IN 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL 
 DISABILITIES 
 

This study examines factors associated with earning at or above minimum 
wage in students with disabilities enrolled in community colleges. Results 
showed that students who had a job that was paid at or above minimum 
wage were three times more likely to find a job paid such a wage later. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Xueqin Qian, Jean Echternacht (84) 
KENSINGTON B—8:00-9:00—Friday  
 

*********** 

 
 

CREATING A DISABILITY AWARENESS PROGRAM TO POSITIVELY 
INFLUENCE TRANSITION SERVICES 
 

Quality transition programs require an understanding of disabilities by 
school personnel, students, and the community in general. We will share 
our disability awareness program designed for staff, students, and  
community members. The program, success stories, barriers to success, 
and outcomes for participants will be described. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Michael Nevins, Mindy Staton  
SOMERSET—8:00-9:00—Friday  
 
TEACHING VOCATIONAL, DAILY LIVING, AND LEISURE SKILLS TO 
INDIVIDUALS WITH SIGNIFICANT DISABILITIES THROUGH VIDEO 
PROMPTING 
 

This session will highlight the use of an evidence-based practice, video 
prompting, to teach students with severe disabilities vocational, daily 
living, and leisure skills. We will show you how to teach students with 
severe disabilities to more fully and independently participate in activities 
ranging from making copies to playing dominos. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Schaefer John, Seaman Rachel  
WINDSOR C—8:00-9:00—Friday  
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MOUNTING VOICES: THE I'M DETERMINED PROJECT &  
CONFLICT RESOLUTION EDUCATION IN YOUTH TRANSITION 
THROUGH NARRATIVE FORMATION. 
 

Conflict in transition is an inevitable part of the collaborative  
process. Youth narrative is an empowering practice where by  
personal story is used to reframe conflictual issues. The I’m  
Determined Project empowers youth to use their stories to  
transform discourse, while also maintaining relationships among their inter-
dependent group of supporters. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Kendal Swartzentruber, John McNaught  
KENSINGTON C—8:00-9:00—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

A SUSTAINABILITY MODEL FOR INCLUSIVE POST  
SECONDARY EDUCATION TRANSITION PROGRAMS  
SERVING ADULTS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND  
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
 

The purpose of this presentation is three-fold: (1) to present a model for 
IPSE that provides effective and sustainable transition services and voca-
tional training for young adults with intellectual and developmental (2) to 
present a holistic model of job placement and (3) to present a model of be-
havioral intervention. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Maurice Williams, Tanya Mathes  
PALMETTO PAVILLION—8:00-9:00—Friday  
 

********************************************** 
 

FRIDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
9:15-10:15 

 
TEACHING IEP PARTICIPATION WITH VISUAL SUPPORTS AND SELF-
MONITORING 
 

Visual supports and self-monitoring can be used to teach a variety of transi-
tion-related skills. Participants will learn how to incorporate visual supports to 
adapt transition planning tools so students with IDD will be able to participate 
more fully in transition assessments, goal setting, and their IEP. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Karen Diegelmann  
OXFORD—9:15-10:15—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

EVIDENCE-BASED PREDICTORS AND PRACTICES FOR  
PROMOTING POSITIVE OUTCOMES FOR STUDENTS WITH MODER-
ATE/INTENSIVE NEEDS 
 

Evidence-based predictors and practices will be identified for  
promoting positive post-school outcomes for employment and postsecondary 
education of transition age students with moderate/intensive disabilities. 
Engagement rates for employment and post-secondary education from the 
Ohio Longitudinal Transition Study will be presented along with reasons for 
non-engagement. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Carol Sparber, Rachel McMahan Queen  
ETON—9:15-10:15—Friday  
 
 
 

IT TRULY TAKES A VILLAGE: BUILDING CAPACITY WHILE 
‘ENHANCING LIVES, ENGAGING COMMUNITY' 
 

With the goal of improving life outcomes, come learn about a unique 
collaborative that involves ingenuity and discovery through education, 
alliances and scholarship. The collaborative is a  
partnership among individuals with disabilities, families, educators, as well 
as community, agency and university representatives who disseminate 
information, provide workshops, and conduct  
research. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Dorothy Millar, Rajani Muraleedharan, Michelle Bahr, Jan 
Lampman, Amanda Whyte  
WINCHESTER—9:15-10:15—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

SUPPORTED DECISION MAKING AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO  
GUARDIANSHIP: WHY AND HOW? 
 

As an alternative to guardianship, supported decision making (SDM) has 
received more attention recently. Several court  
decisions have supported SDM and Texas passed a law requiring the 
implementation of SDM. In this session, we will discuss the theoretical 
and legal basis of SDM and examine how SDM is  
implemented. 
 

Strand:  Self-Determination 
Presenters:  Dalun Zhang, Jessica Walker  
HAMPTON—9:15-10:15—Friday 
 

*********** 
 

QUALITY OVER COMPLIANCE: REVISITING MARYLAND’S ACTION 
IMPERATIVE TO NARROW THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP AND IMPROVE 
POST SCHOOL OUTCOMES 
 

Learn about one state’s efforts to narrow the achievement gap and im-
prove outcomes for students by striving for quality over  
compliance. Hear the progress of aligning Evidence-Based  
Promising Practices with new Workforce Innovation & Opportunity Act 
(WIOA) legislation that aims to empower practitioners with increasing 
demands for quality over compliance. 
 

Strand:  IDEA and Transition: Ensuring Successful Policies and Practices 
Presenters:  Christy Stuart, Deb Neubert, Elizabeth Tournquist  
WINDSOR A—9:15-10:15—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

EVIDENCE-BASED AND PROMISING PRACTICES FOR  
TRANSITION: AN INTRODUCTION AND APPLICATION OF THE  
TAXONOMY FOR TRANSITION PROGRAMMING 2.0 
 

This session introduces the Taxonomy for Transition Programming 2.0 
(Kohler, Gothberg, Fowler, & Coyle, 2016). It brings the latest literature 
regarding predictors of post‐school success, strategies to increase gradu-
ation, reduce dropout, school climate, and  
vocational rehabilitation services focused on fostering successful transi-
tion of youth with disabilities into college and careers. 
 

Strand:  IDEA and Transition: Ensuring Successful Policies and Practices 
Presenters:  Paula Kohler, June Gothberg, Catherine Fowler  
WINDSOR B—9:15-10:15—Friday 
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TRANSITION PLANNING:  IT'S A PIECE OF CAKE! 
 

This presentation offers a recipe of the essential ingredients and steps to 
follow to create a high quality ITP that meets IDEA transition services 
language requirements. As the title implies, transition planning is a "piece 
of cake!" 
 

Strand:  IDEA and Transition: Ensuring Successful Policies and Practices 
Presenters:  Gary Greene  
KENSINGTON A—9:15-10:15—Friday 
 

*********** 
 

WORK IS THE REASON:  AN OVERVIEW OF CONTEMPORARY 
RESEARCH 
 

What really works so that students seamlessly transition to adult employ-
ment? How can what research says be translated into  
everyday practice? This presentation will provide an overview of research 
that addresses these questions and share a product designed to build 
systems that lead to more positive employment outcomes. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:   Kelli Crane, Ruth Allison, Jacque Hyatt 
KENSINGTON B—9:15-10:15—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

LESSONS FROM STAKEHOLDERS: EXPLORING THE  
DISCOURSE ON DIVERSITY AND TRANSITION PLANNING FROM AN 
ASSET-BASED PERSPECTIVE 
 

The audience will gain greater insight into the perspectives and lived 
experiences of practitioners and families regarding the  
transition related resources and opportunities available to  
students with disabilities and families from diverse backgrounds. The 
resources and opportunities will be described from an asset-based per-
spective. 
 

Strand:  Diversity/Multicultural Approaches to Transition 
Presenters:  Edwin Achola  
SOMERSET—9:15-10:15—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

TAKING TRANSITION ASSESSMENT TO THE NEXT LEVEL:  
BUILDING SYSTEMIC CAPACITY 
 

This presentation will support school personnel in building their systemic 
capacity to coordinate meaningful transition assessments.  Too often, 
Transition Coordinators are viewed as the sole evaluator for conducting 
transition assessments.  Examples of how multidisciplinary team mem-
bers have addressed transition assessment and documented their work 
will be provided. 
 

Strand:  Transition Assessment 
Presenters:   Elena Varney, Jill Curry  
WINDSOR C—9:15-10:15—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

COLLABORATION TO SUPPORT TRANSITION NEEDS OF STU-
DENTS WITH ID: CLASSROOM TO COMMUNITY 
 

Presenters will share how the Greenville County Transition Cooperative 
assists students and families in the process of moving from supportive to 
competitive employment. Participants will leave with a “roadmap” of how 
to develop and sustain agency collaboration, while implementing real-
world transition opportunities. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:   Allison Fleahman, Susan Howard  
KENSINGTON C—9:15-10:15—Friday  
 

PUTTING THE PUZZLE TOGETHER: TRANSITION PRACTICES  
IN THE CLASSROOM THAT SUPPORT THE IEP,  
POSTSECONDARY OUTCOMES AND AGENCY/INSTITUTION  
COLLABORATION 
 

This presentation is one special educator’s adventure navigating the 
transition maze . With over 15 years experience in secondary transition 
she shares her students’ success stories moving into and through post-
secondary life. She will fill your transition toolbox full with strategies and 
resources from evidence based strategies that really work. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:   Jennifer Wilson  
PALMETTO PAVILLION—9:15-10:15—Friday 

 
*********************************************** 

 

FRIDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
10:30-11:30 

 
GETTING READY TO WORK EARLY AND OFTEN 
 

This presentation is for anyone responsible for using research based 
practices to increase the likelihood of students being successful in their 
post-school choices. Braiding funding between the Local Education  
Agency and the Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) Agency to support paid 
work experiences will also be shared. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Pamela Downing-Hosten  
OXFORD—10:30-11:30—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

ENHANCING THE SELF-DETERMINATION SKILLS OF  
STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILI-
TIES IN A COLLEGE SETTING 
 

This session will inform participants of successful approaches and  
strategies that have enhanced the self-determination skills of students 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities in a postsecondary 
program at The University of Toledo. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Patricia Devlin 
ETON— 10:30-11:30—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

DATA-BASED DECISION MAKING THROUGH CBM 
 

A data-driven method provides the most reliable indicator of  
student progress in core academic areas. Curriculum Based  
Measurement (CBM) is an evidence-based method used to  
provide instructive information regarding student progress in basic aca-
demic areas as well as a frequent data collection system within the three-
tiered Response to Intervention Model. 
 

Strand:  Transition Assessment 
Presenters:  Sara-Frances Lail, Carolyn Shortt, Mary Ginn  
WINCHESTER—10:30-11:30—Friday  
 

*********** 

 

LEGISLATION AND HOW YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! … “I’M 
ONLY A BILL” 
 

“Somebody’s gotta do something?” Why not you! Hear national policy 
updates on Transition Services. Learn strategies to write, introduce and 
pass bills in your state. It’s all about doing your homework and shepherd-
ing the “draft bill” to the vote. You do not have to be a legislator, just be 
YOU! 
  

Strand:  IDEA and Transition: Ensuring Successful Policies and Practices 
Presenters:  Vickie Mitchell, Kimberly Osmani  
HAMPTON—10:30-11:30—Friday  
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WHAT IS THE STATUS OF PERSONNEL PREPARATION AND  
CERTIFICATION IN TRANSITION? 
 

Secondary special educators and transition specialists play a critical in 
supporting youth to obtain positive post-school outcomes. This session 
reviews trends in personnel preparation funding, the certification and 
standards for secondary teachers across the country, and a review of the 
transition content in teacher preparation programs. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Monica Simonsen, Valerie Mazzotti,  
Mary Morningstar, Karen Diegelmann  
WINDSOR A—10:30-11:30—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

GO 4 IT…NOW! STRATEGY INSTRUCTION: AN EFFECTIVE WAY TO 
INCREASE SELF-DETERMINATION AND WRITING SKILLS FOR STU-
DENTS WITH DISABILITIES. 
 

This session will provide teachers, practitioners, and administrators in 
secondary transition with information on GO 4 IT...NOW! strategy  
instruction that combines academic instruction with key transition skills. 
This interactive session will provide attendees with information about the 
effectiveness of the strategy and tools to implement this strategy with their 
students. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Kelly Clark, Moira Konrad  
WINDSOR B—10:30-11:30—Friday 
 

*********** 
 

DEMYTHOLOGIZING COLLEGE TRANSITION AND SERVICES FOR 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
 

The purpose of this presentation is to address the most prevalent misun-
derstandings and myths about how things work at college. It is also to 
emphasize the importance of preparing students for this new environ-
ment, and it provides information about what skills the research shows 
students need. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Elizabeth Hamblet  
KENSINGTON A—10:30-11:30—Friday  
 

*********** 

 

THE SCHOOL COUNSELOR'S ROLE IN TRANSITION  
PLANNING 
 

Using self-determination and social cognitive career theories, school 
counselors help students with disabilities prepare for transitions by  
focusing on related interventions. This presentation provides attendees 
information on the role of school counselors in transition planning and 
how collaboration among special education and related service providers 
can be enhanced. 
 

Strand:  Self-Determination 
Presenters:  Donna Gibson, Colleen Thoma, LaRon Scott  
KENSINGTON B—10:30-11:30—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

MOVING THE POST-SCHOOL OUTCOME NEEDLE:  
INTERAGENCY COLLABORATION AND PARTNERSHIPS 
 

Seattle University’s Center for Change in Transition Services and the 
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation are working together to improve the 
transition outcomes of students with disabilities from school to postsec-
ondary education or employment. This session provides an overview of 
this exciting project, information about specific activities, resources and 
“lessons learned”! 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Cinda Johnson  
SOMERSET—10:30-11:30—Friday  
 

THE PROMISE OF WIOA: ENHANCING PARTNERSHIPS  
BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOLS AND VOCATIONAL  
REHABILITATION 
 

WIOA expands the population of eligible students to receive services and 
permits a wider range of services to students with disabilities who are 
transitioning from school to post-school activities. This presentation will 
discuss our work with states to implement WIOA requirements and build 
partnerships to provide pre-employment transition services (PETS). 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Laura Owens, Ruth Allison, Jacque Hyatt  
WINDSOR C—10:30-11:30—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

PASSPORT TO MY FUTURE: FOSTERING SELF-DETERMINATION 
OF STUDENTS WITH EMOTIONAL DISABILITIES 
 

How can schools prepare high school youth with emotional disabilities to 
assume responsibility for self-advocacy and ownership of their success in 
school and beyond? This district created and piloted a set of personalized 
investigations called Passport to My Future. Learn about how they  
integrated disability awareness into instruction and therapy. 
 

Strand:  Self-Determination 
Presenters:  Pleet-Odle Amy  
KENSINGTON C—10:30-11:30—Friday  
 

*********** 

 

PROMOTING FUTURE SUCCESS FOR DIVERSE, AT-RISK ADOLES-
CENTS: SELF-DETERMINATION, TRANSITION  
ASSESSMENT AND PLANNING 
 

Session provides evidence and demonstration of how engaging culturally 
diverse youth with disabilities in career exploration, assessment and  
transition planning can promote positive futures related to post-graduation 
outcomes. Demonstrates strategies for interactive career exploration and 
transition planning process and impact on student perceptions of  
disability, self-determination and career barriers 
 

Strand:  Transition Assessment 
Presenters:  Sarah Johnston-Rodriguez, Sharon Slover  
PALMETTO PAVILLION—10:30-11:30—Friday  
 

************************************************** 
 

FRIDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
1:30-2:30 

 
EVALUATING TRANSITION TO EMPLOYMENT PROGRAMS FOR 
YOUTH WITH DISABILITIES: ROLE FOR CONTRIBUTION ANALYSIS 
(CA) FRAMEWORK 
 

This presentation discusses application of contribution analysis framework 
in evaluation of transition to employment programs for youth with disabili-
ties. Practical tools based on unique strengths of CA in explicating pro-
gram theory, careful consideration of  
contribution in contrast to counterfactual, and evaluating  
effectiveness considering the extent of implementation will be  
discussed. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Arun Karpur  
OXFORD—1:30-2:30—Friday 

*********** 

IMPROVING POST-SCHOOL OUTCOMES FOR STUDENTS WITH 
DISABILITIES IN OHIO’S URBAN DISTRICTS 
 

Session will describe the post-school outcomes student’s from  
urban districts desire and attain one year after graduation.  
Predictors of positive post-school outcomes will be identified. 
 

Strand:  Diversity/Multicultural Approaches to Transition 
Presenters:  Alfred Daviso  
ETON—1:30-2:30—Friday  
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WHY ME!? DISABILITY AWARENESS AND SELF-ADVOCACY SKILLS 
IN MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
 

Disability awareness and self-advocacy have been identified as  
student behaviors associated with-post secondary education and employ-
ment outcomes. The freely available ME! Lessons for  
Teaching Self-Awareness and Self-Advocacy were developed for use with 
high school students. Modifications made for use with middle school and 
practical strategies for implementation will be discussed. 
 

Strand:  Self-Determination 
Presenters:  Cassie Nash  
KENSINGTON B—1:30-2:30—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

STRATEGIES AND RECOMMENDATION ON CONDUCTING  
RESEARCH AND GETTING PUBLISHED: ADVICE FROM THE  
EXPERTS. 
 

The purpose of this presentation is to present information regarding  
research and the publication process for graduate students and other 
beginning researchers so that they better understand the process and 
skills that are needed to be successful in this area. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  James Martin, Karrie Shogren, David Test, Audrey Trainor, 
Michael Wehmeyer  
SOMERSET—1:30-2:30—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

CENTERS FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING: ENHANCING  
TRANSITION OUTCOMES FOR YOUNG ADULTS WITH  
DISABILITIES 
 

Centers for independent living (CILs) are a natural choice for collaborative 
partners in transition. This session will (1) present findings of a national 
survey examining CIL professional involvement with transition-age youth; 
and (2) provide examples and promising practices of how one CIL is  
supporting LEAs and transition-age students with disabilities. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Charlie Walters, Anthony Plotner  
WINDSOR C—1:30-3:00—Friday 
 

***********  
 

"KEEP THAT JOB" 
 

Can students or adults obtain and retain a job with no employability skills? 
This presentation was created to inform attendants of six  
valuable lesson plans for teaching competitive employability skills to sec-
ondary and post-secondary transition programs for students and adults 
with disabilities. The session will provide participants with all lessons 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Ashley G. Proctor  
KENSINGTON C—1:30-2:30—Friday  
 

*********** 

STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS IN HELPING YOUNG ADULTS WITH 
AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER OBTAIN EMPLOYMENT 
 

This presentation describes the results of a retroactive review  
analyzing employment outcomes for young adults with ASD. Our discus-
sion of the study results will focus on different pathways to employment 
for young adults with ASD, including supported and customized employ-
ment approaches, and strategies that helped  
participants obtain and maintain employment. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Whitney Ham, Holly Whittenburg, Colleen Thoma  
PALMETTO PAVILLION—1:30-2:30—Friday  

STRATEGIES TO ENGAGE FAMILIES IN THE CAREER  
READINESS PROCESS 
 

Family members play a vital, yet underappreciated role in helping young 
people with disabilities explore careers, build social skills and find success 
in employment. This session will focus on 
promising strategies that educators and workforce professionals can use to 
engage families of youth with disabilities in the career readiness process. 
 

Strand:  Family Partnerships 
Presenters:  Sean Roy, Sue Donovan  
WINCHESTER—1:30-2:30—Friday 
 

*********** 

 

FOCUS ON FRIENDSHIP: A STRENGTHS-BASED,  
SOCIOECOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE ON PRACTICES FOR YOUTH 
WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
 

Examines practices that promote friendships of transition age youth with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities using a strengths-based  
perspective, account for individual choice and agency across a range of 
capabilities, and value disability as a natural part of human diversity.  
Considers practices at each socio-ecological level and in diverse social 
contexts. 
 

Strand:  Diversity/Multicultural Approaches to Transition 
Presenters:  Laura Eisenman, Brian Freedman,  
Marisa Kofke  
HAMPTON—1:30-2:30—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE: A CONTEXT TO FACILITATE SUC-
CESSFUL SECONDARY TRANSITION INTERAGENCY  
COLLABORATION 
 

Communities of practice create a context to solving complex, interagency 
challenges. Results of a study of a local transition community will be  
presented. The audience will be provided with a toolkit to develop and  
sustain a secondary transition community of practice, along with national 
and state examples. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Joan Kester, Michael Stoehr  
WINDSOR A—1:30-2:30—Friday 
 

*********** 

REPLICATING CIRCLES: INTERAGENCY COLLABORATION FOR 
TRANSITION PLANNING 
 

Interagency collaboration is legally mandated best practice. The  
CIRCLES model brings key stakeholders to the table, focuses on individual 
student needs, and develops wrap-around transition plans. Efficient and 
effective, CIRCLES maximizes time and resources. Participants learn about 
CIRCLES and develop next steps to  
exploring implementation in their own districts. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Tiana Povenmire-Kirk, Karen Diegelman  
WINDSOR B—1:30-2:30—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

DATA ON-THE-GO: COMMUNITY TRAVEL TRAINING  
ASSESSMENT PLANS THAT WORK 
 

This session will discuss the importance of travel training for individuals with 
disabilities, and provide practical lesson and assessment ideas for trainers 
and teachers. 
 

Strand:  Transition Assessment 
Presenters:  Louise Yoho  
KENSINGTON A—1:30-2:30—Friday  
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TRANSITION AND POSTSCHOOL ENGAGEMENT OF YOUTHS WITH 
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES: LEGAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL FAC-
TORS OF SUCCESS 
 

This session will review case law of postsecondary transition planning and 
services for youths with intellectual disability. The presentation will include 
a research study on the postschool outcomes of youths with ID from one 
southeastern state. Discussions will include policies and evidence-based 
practices for improved outcomes for youths with ID. 
 

Strand:  IDEA and Transition: Ensuring Successful Policies and  
Practices 
Presenters:  Angela Prince  
WINDSOR B—2:45-3:45—Friday  

 

*********** 

SEVEN STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE COLLEGE TRANSITION  
PLANNING FOR STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES 
 

Over 240 colleges or universities across the United States offer programs 
for students with intellectual disabilities (ID), and federal grants provide 
funding for additional college  
programs. But many educators and parents remain unaware of these 
opportunities. Seven strategies to improve college transition planning for 
students with ID will be presented. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Jerald Liss  
KENSINGTON B—2:45-3:45—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

DEVELOPING A RESEARCH AGENDA: STRATEGIES FOR EARLY 
CAREER SCHOLARS 
 

In this session, participants will learn strategies for  
developing/enhancing a research agenda by interacting with a panel of 
emerging researchers in transition. Panelists will share thoughts about 
systematic and cohesive research and the importance of networking and 
collaborating within DCDT. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Allison Lombardi, Ryan Kellems, Monica  
Simonsen, Leena Landmark, Marcus Poppen  
SOMERSET—2:45-3:45—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

TRANSITION SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES FOR THE YOUNGER 
YEARS 
 

IDEA requires transition planning beginning by age 16. At that age,  
students are already placed into program tracks that effect their future 
opportunities. This session covers specific transition services and  
activities for working with students at earlier ages with a goal of increased 
opportunities for successful and fulfilling adult outcomes. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Katherine Bradley-Black, June Gothberg,  
WINDSOR C—2:45-3:45—Friday  
 

*********** 

 

POSTSECONDARY GOAL ATTAINMENT: HOW DO  
DIFFERENT STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS DIFFER? 
 

Goal setting and goal attainment are critical skills for students. This  
session will present data from a postsecondary followup study showing 
students ability to attain their one year transition goals in education and 
employment. Participants will receive information about ways to incorpo-
rate goal setting into the classroom and general curriculum. 
 

Strand:  Student Engagement in Secondary Schools 
Presenters:  Kendra Williams-Diehm, Margaret Johnson  
KENSINGTON C—2:45-3:45—Friday  

FRIDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
2:45-3:45 

 
HORRY COUNTY SCHOOLS OCCUPATIONAL PROGRAM:  L.A.W 
(LEARNERS AT WORK)!  FROM THE CLASSROOM TO CAREERS! 
 

Horry County Schools Occupational Program is designed to provide our 
students with career readiness skills and secure competitive employment, 
upon graduation. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Jacqueline Bryant  
OXFORD—2:45-3:45—Friday  

*********** 

A REVIEW OF COMMUNITY-BASED EMPLOYMENT SKILL  
INTERVENTIONS SINCE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE  
OFFICE OF DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT POLICY (ODEP) 
 

Congress established the Office of Disability Employment Policy in 2001 
with the purpose of integrating individuals with disabilities into the  
workforce. This session examines community-based employment skill 
interventions represented in the literature since 2001. Findings will guide 
the field to better support individuals with disabilities in employment  
preparation. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Christina Gushanas, Dalun Zhang  
ETON—2:45-3:45—Friday  

*********** 

MAKING MAGIC HAPPEN - HOW ONE SMALL DISTRICT IN SOUTH 
CAROLINA IS PAVING THE WAY FOR SUCCESS FOR STUDENTS 
 

In this interactive session, you will hear about the relationship between 
Edgefield County School District (South Carolina), the community, and the 
Vocational Rehabilitation Department.  You will learn about the "magic" 
that happens when a rural district high in poverty, a small community and 
a local Voc Rehab Dept work together to benefit students.  The presenters 
will discuss the district's RtI program, the DOC certificate (district occupa-
tional certificate), and you will learn how their non-diploma students are 
fully immersed in the community. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Ann Marie Taylor, Laura Spears, Hope Jernigan  
WINCHESTER—2:45-3:45—Friday  
 

*********** 

COMMUNITY WORK-BASED LEARNING AND THE DEPARTMENT OF 

LABOR GUIDELINES (FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT) 
 

Non-paid work-based learning is a research based practice that prepares 
students with disabilities for work success. Labor laws require an  
agreement between the school/agency and employer. This session will 
describe in detail how programs can safeguard their employers from  
violating wage/hour laws and operationalize their community based  
learning programs. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Judith Imperatore  
HAMPTON—2:45-3:45—Friday  
 

*********** 
THE ROLE AND IMPACT OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION IN 
INCLUSIVE HIGHER EDUCATION FOR STUDENTS WITH  
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY AND AUTISM 
 

This session will share findings from a secondary analysis of data on 
inclusive higher education model demonstration programs from the Think 
College National Coordinating Center (NCC) Evaluation System program 
and will identify effective VR intervention and practices to support post-
secondary education and employment outcomes for youth with ID and 
autism. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 

Presenters: Meg Grigal, Debra Hart, Frank Smith (217) 
WINDSOR A—2:45-3:45—Friday  
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BEGIN WITH THE END IN MIND: ALIGNING TRANSITION PLANNING 
ACROSS ALL GRADE LEVELS 
 

Practitioners, families, and administrators will learn skills to begin transi-
tion planning earlier. How to empower youth with disabilities and their 
families to achieve desired post-school outcomes will be discussed as 
well as how educational  
decisions made during elementary/middle school may have an impact on 
high school instructional experiences. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Kelly Clark  
PALMETTO PAVILLION—2:45-3:45—Friday 
 
 

********************************************** 
 

FRIDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
4:00-5:00 

 
COMMUNITY VOICES: BUILDING CAPACITY TO IMPROVE  
TRANSITION OUTCOMES FOR YOUTH WITH INTELLECTUAL AND 
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
 

This presentation focuses on “community conversations” as a practical 
approach to support improved post-school outcomes for youth with  
disabilities through identifying unique, feasible interventions based on a 
community’s strengths, resources, and diverse perspectives. We will 
share the approaches, impact, and outcomes of over 20 communities and 
offer recommendations for implementation. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Jennifer Bumble, Carly Blustein,  
OXFORD—4:00-5:00—Friday  
 

*********** 

APPLYING UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR TRANSITION TO TRANSPOR-
TATION: AN EXAMINATION OF THE  
EXSISTING NATURAL SUPPORT SYSTEMS 
 

Transportation is an obstacle for individuals with disabilities, it complicates 
access to employment, to extra curricular activities, and to community 
resources. The Universal Design for Transition philosophy might help. 
This study examines the resources in 5 Virginia communities to examine 
the costs, safety, distance traveled, and accessibility of natural supports. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Andrew Wojcik  
ETON—4:00-5:00—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

CREATING AUTHENTIC WORK EXPERIENCES AND JOBS FOR 
TRANSITIONING YOUTH THROUGH A COLLABORATIVE  
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT MODEL IN DELAWARE 
 

Providing authentic work experiences and paid employment for 
transitioning youth demands that professionals have the skills and  
attributes to build business partnerships, conduct appropriate  
assessments, and ensure critical supports to all involved. Learn how, over 
a 10-year period, Delaware established and continues to implement a 
statewide cross-agency professional development program. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Dale Matusevich, George Tilson  
WINCHESTER—4:00-5:00—Friday 
 

COMMUNITY SETTINGS: THE BALLPARK FOR ACQUISITION AND 
ASSESSMENT OF TRANSITION SPECIALIST COMPETENCIES 
 

Despite the importance of transition teachers and specialists  
working in community settings to teach skills to students with  
disabilities, several barriers exist (e.g., restrictive school  
schedules, academic priorities, transportation to/from community, etc.). 
Presenters will describe barriers, solutions and “work arounds” to teachers 
and students working in community settings. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Bob Morgan, Jex Eliza  
HAMPTON—4:00-5:00—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

THE P-16 PIPELINE- PREPARING FOR SCHOOL TRANSITIONS 
FROM PRE-K THROUGH COLLEGE: A SCHOOL DISTRICT EXAMPLE 
 

This interactive session will provide information on current effective school
-wide practices, programs, projects, and activities that promote the  
transition to adult life for ALL students with and without disabilities.  
Participants will be provided with resources developed for career and 
college planning based on evidence-based practices. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Stacie Dojonovic  
WINDSOR A—4:00-5:00—Friday  
 

*********** 

PROMOTING SELF-DETERMINATION SKILLS OF INDIVIDUALS WITH 
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES IN DUAL-ENROLLMENT POST 
SECONDARY EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
 

This presentation will discuss qualitative and quantitative data  
collected during a program evaluation of the ICEI Programs in  
Massachusetts. Functional components of PSE programs that  
promote self-determination skills for students with disabilities will be de-
scribed. Specific program procedures and potential barriers to enhance 
self-determination skills will be discussed. 
 

Strand:  Self-Determination 
Presenters: Lyndsey Nunes  
WINDSOR B—4:00-5:00—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

HELPING STATE VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AGENCIES IM-
PROVE EMPLOYMENT OUTCOMES FOR TRANSITION-AGED YOUTH 
AND YOUNG ADULTS 
 

Youth with disabilities face distinct challenges in transitioning to work and 
economic self-sufficiency as adults. To help them  
overcome these challenges, we are working with state vocational rehabili-
tation agencies to improve service delivery through several research and 
technical assistance projects. This session will  
provide findings from three of these projects. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Purvi Sevak, Todd Honeycutt  
KENSINGTON A—4:00-5:00—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

FAMILY SUPPORT INTERVENTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS WITH ASD 
 

The Working Together model is a multi-family psychoeducation model 
designed for disengaged young adults with ASD and their families. Re-
search on adult outcomes for individuals with ASD will be discussed as 
well as the development of the intervention and preliminary family results 
for those participating in Working  
Together. 
 

Strand:  Family Partnerships 
Presenters:  Kate Szidon 
KENSINGTON B—4:00-5:00—Friday  
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**************************************************** 
 

POSTER SESSIONS 
FRIDAY 8:00-9:00 

PEMBROKE 
 

BURYING OUR HEADS IN THE SAND:  A RETROSPECTIVE CHART 
STUDY OF ADAPTIVE AND TRANSITION PROGRAMS OF INDIVIDU-
ALS WITH ASD 
 

Data were collected from twelve IEP for transition-age youth with ASD. 
These data indicate that individuals with ASD are not participating in their 
IEP meetings and that schools are not assessing/addressing their  
adaptive skill deficits. Suggestions for improving their transition  
programming based on these data will be offered. 
 

Strand:  Transition Assessment 
Presenters:  Nicholas Gelbar 
PEMBROKE—8:00-9:00 –Friday  
 

*********** 
 

SUCCESSFUL COLLABORATION BETWEEN SPECIAL EDUCATION 
AND REHABILITATION: PERSPECTIVES AND POLICIES 
 

Vocational rehabilitation is one of the primary adult service providers 
working with special educators. Yet research suggests a number of  
foundational barriers remain. This presentation reviews several barriers 
and identifies six practices that can help to support collaboration and 
improve community partnerships. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenter:  Pamela Luft  
PEMBROKE—8:00-9:00 –Friday 
 

*********** 

REVIEW OF SELF-DETERMINATION AND ACADEMIC SUCCESS FOR 
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES IN POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION 
 

This presentation will provide an up-to-date review on self-determination 
and academic success for students with disabilities in postsecondary 
education. Audience will learn self-determination experiences for students 
in postsecondary education as well as current strategies and training in 
promoting self-determination. Discussions for future research and policy 
are also included. 
 

Strand:  Self-Determination 
Presenters:  Song Ju, Wen Zeng, Leena Landmark  
PEMBROKE—8:00-9:00 –Friday  
 

*********** 

CREATING SOCIAL, PROFESSIONAL, AND COMMUNITY PARTNER-
SHIPS ACROSS NEIGHBORING TRANSITION  
PROGRAMS 
 

Stevenson District 125, Barrington District 220, and Lake Zurich District 
95 have created a partnership that has utilized multiple service providers, 
community resources, and experience to  
provide students with an integrated socialization education  
Presenters will provide information on the planning, costs, and implemen-
tation of creating various community based  
socialization opportunities.   
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  William Burroughs, Lyndsay Palach, Megan Sugrue  
PEMBROKE—8:00-9:00 –Friday  

STRATEGIES AND EXPECTATIONS FOR REVIEWING AND PUBLISH-
ING IN CDTEI 
 

This presentation will discuss strategies and expectations for publishing 
and reviewing manuscripts in Career Development and Transition for 
Exceptional Individuals (CDTEI). Participants will gain information about 
reviewing and publishing (a) research articles in CDTEI and (b)  
practitioner-focused articles for the Transition in Practice section of 
CDTEI. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Valerie Mazzotti, David Test, Lynn Newman,  
Ryan Kellems  
SOMERSET—4:00-5:00—Friday  
 

*********** 

READY, SET, BAKE! IMPLEMENTING A SCHOOL-BASED ENTER-
PRISE TO DEVELOP SELF-ADVOCACY AND  
EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS 
 

This presentation highlights our most successful school-based enteprise, 
The Recipe for Success Bakery. The bakery provides student training 
promoting self-advocacy and building capacity by teaching vocational 
soft skills that lead to increased meaningful community-based  
employment. The effectiveness of this School-Based Enterprise model 
could serve as a platform for replication. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Mary Stahl, Sandy Whitlock  
WINDSOR C—4:00-5:00—Friday  

 

*********** 
 

PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS FOR EMPLOYER  
ENGAGEMENT AND WORK EXPERIENCES 
 
This session will describe a quantitative monitoring process to help move 
youth to successful employment outcomes. This process has been used 
in both large scale projects as well as across local school districts to  
ensure that front-line staff were devoting time to job development and job 
placement. 
 
Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Kelli Crane  
KENSINGTON C—4:00-5:00—Friday  
 

*********** 
 

INFUSING ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY INTO A TEACHER  
PREPARATION PROGRAM FOR OPTIMAL OUTCOMES OF  
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES 
 

This poster session will allow participants to learn the knowledge  
regarding the importance of incorporating assistive technology into teach-
er preparation programs, while also having the opportunity to discuss the 
How People Learn conceptual framework for special education teacher 
preparation programs. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Lauren Puglia, Meredith Moates  
PALMETTO PAVILLION—4:00-5:00—Friday  
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POST-GRADUATE PROGRAMMING 2.0: THE EVOLUTION OF  
SUPPORTING 18-21 YEAR OLD STUDENTS IN THE 21ST  
CENTURY 
 

The profile of students with disabilities that stay beyond the traditional 
four years of high school for additional transition services is changing. 
Hear the lessons learned and gain valuable tips from a community based 
post-graduate programming that evolved to meet the needs of an in-
creasingly diverse population of students. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Jill Curry, Ryan Connors  
PEMBROKE—8:00-9:00 –Friday  

*********** 

WE OWE WIOA A CHANCE:  HOW ONE SCHOOL DISTRICT HAS 
INCREASED POSTSECONDARY OUTCOMES THROUGH  
INTERAGENCY PARTNERSHIPS 
 

High school students and school districts are the primary recipients and 
benefactors of pre-employment transition services outlined in WIOA. 
Attendees will participate in an interactive presentation and create a plan 
to build and develop those interagency partnerships in order to meet the 
Pre-Employment Transition Services requirements outlined in WIOA. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Kendrick Lester, Phyllis Vermilyea, Alison Lowenthal  
PEMBROKE—8:00-9:00 –Friday 

*********** 

INCREASE TRANSITION EFFECTIVENESS FOR STUDENTS WITH 
AUTISM AND DEVELOPMENT DISABILITIES THROUGH STRENGTH 
IDENTIFICATION USING THE MARQUETTE STRENGTHS AND  
CAREER INDEX 
 

Students with autism and developmental disabilities and their parents 
want vocational and life opportunities after high school ends, yet there 
are forces that interfere. A small study using inter-rater reliability  
indicated students can identify their strengths from four quadrants: hard 
skills, self expression, personal preferences and emotions. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters: Jackie Marquette  
PEMBROKE—8:00-9:00 –Friday  

*********** 

THINKING OUTSIDE OF THE BOX - UTILIZING TECHNOLOGY  
IN EFFECTIVE TRANSITION PLANNING TO BENEFIT ALL  
STUDENTS 
 

Utah Virtual Academy will share two years of data and strategies for 
adapting evidenced based practices in transition to the virtual setting. 
Participants will learn ways to utilize technology for improving student 
outcomes through data collection, improving parent and agency  
involvement, and facilitating live interactive sessions between  
employers and students. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Heather Raithel, Tabitha Pacheco  
PEMBROKE—8:00-9:00 –Friday  

*********** 
DOES THE NOISE MATTER? EXPLORING THE IMPACT  
BACKGROUND NOISE HAS ON VIDEO PROMPTING  
INTERVENTIONS 
 

The presentation explains the impact that background noise had 
on teaching functional skills using video prompting to individuals 
with disabilities in an 18-21 program. Results showed the  
presence of audio distractions did not affect the efficacy of the 
intervention. Participants will gain an understanding of video mod-
eling and prompting interventions. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Kaitlyn Frandsen, Ryan Kellems, Brynn Clarke,  
Kalee Simons (74) 
PEMBROKE—8:00-9:00 –Friday  

POSTER SESSIONS 
FRIDAY 9:15-10:15 

PEMBROKE 
 

TRANSITION TO INDEPENDENT LIVING LITERATURE:  
PROGRESS AND CHALLENGES 
 

This presentation reviews the literature on transition to independent living 
to identify factors and effective practices that enhance postsecondary 
independent living outcomes for students with disabilities. Additionally, it 
identifies gaps in the literature and proposes a conceptual framework that 
can be used for future research. 
 

Strand:  IDEA and Transition: Ensuring Successful Policies and Practices 
Presenters:  Irina Cain  
PEMBROKE—9:15-10:15 –Friday   

*********** 

INFUSION OF SELF-DETERMINATION INSTRUCTION INTO THE  
CURRICULUM FOR STUDENTS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL  
DISABILITIES IN A POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION SETTING 
 

Self-determination is the cornerstone for success in all aspects of post-
secondary education for individuals with developmental disabilities.  
Self-determination instruction is highly effective when it is infused into 
coursework, extracurricular activities and the executive functioning  
activities that occur on a regular basis in the natural setting of a college or 
university. 
 

Strand:  Self-Determination 
Presenters:  Duffy Mary Louise, Wright Melody   
PEMBROKE—9:15-10:15 –Friday 

*********** 

EMPOWERMENT, EXPERIENCES, AND IMPACT: A PARTNERSHIP 
BETWEEN A UNIVERSITY AND AN INDEPENDENT LIVING  
RESOURCE CENTER 
 

Undergraduate special education majors and youth with the  
Independent Living Center joined to teach each other self-determination. 
College students were in a transition class that required assessments 
about students' desires, preferences, and aspirations. Youth needed  
information about themselves to take to IEP meetings. Learn about the 
impact of this partnership! 
 

Strand:  Transition Assessment 
Presenters:  Julie Brown, Samantha Catanese, Rhianna Willis,  
Kristine Webb  
PEMBROKE—9:15-10:15 –Friday 

*********** 

WE ARE MORE ALIKE THAN DIFFERENT 
 

Disability awareness brought to the junior high classroom through  
language arts and collaboration among teachers. It is a simple process and 
could be successful at any grade level. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Cindy Carlton  
PEMBROKE—9:15-10:15 –Friday  

*********** 

UTILIZING THE COMMUNITY AS THE LEAST RESTRICTIVE  
ENVIRONMENT: AN OVERVIEW OF COMMUNITY BASED  
INSTRUCTION PRACTICES IN CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

In this session, participants will learn about the structures and  
systems that CPS has created to embed Community Based  
Instruction (CBI) throughout the special education continuum of  
services. Participants will leave with strategies for improving CBI  
practices in their school or district and resources to support CBI 
activities. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Christine Turner  (202) 
PEMBROKE—9:15-10:15 –Friday  
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FACULTY PERCEPTIONS OF SUPPORTING STUDENTS WITH  
DISABILITIES IN INCLUSIVE COLLEGE FRESHMAN SEMINARS 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Anthony Plotner, Chelsea Stinnett  
PEMBROKE—10:30-11:30 –Friday  
 

*********** 

WHAT IS YOUR SUPER POWER?:  THE PERCEPTIONS AND  
EXPERIENCES OF POSTSECONDARY STUDENTS WITH  
INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES. 
 

In this presentation learn about the Super Powers of students with IN/DD 
in a postsecondary education program. Through interviews, they  
answered questions like, “What do you like best about yourself” and “if you 
could change your disability, would you?” Their responses have  
implications for teaching self-determination. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Kelly Kearney, Jessica Bucholz, Mary Lou Duffy  
PEMBROKE—10:30-11:30 –Friday 
 

*********** 
 

 

SECONDARY TRANSITION GUIDE FOR STUDENTS  
WHO ARE DEAF OR HARD OF HEARING (7TH GR. - PHS) 
 

This session will focus on a suggested tool to collect the  
necessary data for a student who's deaf or hard of hearing,  
and to assist in making a successful transition into post-school  
life. Learn how to use this tool to guide successful transition for your stu-
dents, parents, and colleagues. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Cynthia Patton-Johnson  
PEMBROKE—10:30-11:30 –Friday  
 

*********** 
PROJECT SEARCH:  ACHIEVING MEANINGFUL  

EMPLOYMENT FOR YOUNG PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
 

Project SEARCH, an employer based transition to work program, brings 

together businesses, schools, Vocational Rehabilitation and DDSN  

agencies as partners to create skill building internships and employment 

for young people with significant disabilities.  The program, which began at 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, has been replicated across the US,  

Canada, and the UK.  Over seventy-five percent of the graduates obtain 

community employment.  There are now four programs in South Carolina 

and more are planned 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Linda Emery, Sandi Batten 
PEMBROKE—10:30-11:30 –Friday  
 

*********** 

MAKING SOCIAL CONNECTIONS: RUNNING THE PEERS ® CURRIC-
ULUM IN A HIGH SCHOOL TRANSITION CLASSROOM 
 

We will present the findings from a mixed methods study running the 
PEERS social competence program with 5 students enrolled  
in a high school transition classroom for students with disabilities. Pre-post 
data as well as a discussion of lessons learned and  
future directions will be presented. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 

Presenters:  Diane Clouse  

PEMBROKE—10:30-11:30 –Friday  

 

RETOOLING AN EXISTING 18+ PROGRAM FOR INCREASING SUC-
CESSFUL STUDENT OUTCOMES 
 

Transforming an existing program presents its own set of unique  

challenges. The staff must understand and support the need for change. 

Administration must be strong and supportive. Resources  

to identify best practices must be made available. While not easy,  

in the end success can be measured in student accomplishments. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Vickie Mitchell-Painter, Kristina Ray,  
Kimberly Wheeler  
PEMBROKE—9:15-10:15 –Friday  

*********** 

SPECIAL EDUCATION:  CHANGES IN DISABILITIES, SERVICES, AND 
OUTCOMES OVER THE PAST DECADE 
 

Disability populations are changing. Nationally, autism and other health  
Impairments are two IDEA disability populations that are growing, while  
intellectual disability populations are declining. The purpose of this  
presentation is to examine these trends at a state level to see how 
secondary programs have evolved to meet these changing needs. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Robert Baer, Alfred Daviso, Rachel McMahan Queen  
PEMBROKE—9:15-10:15 –Friday  

*********** 

UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY TRANSITION DOCTORAL PROGRAM: AN 
INVITATION TO APPLY 
 

Presenters at this poster will describe a doctoral program at Utah State  
University that will recruit and train five scholars who will work towards a 
Ph.D in transition. The doctoral program will emphasize development of skills 
in interdisciplinary collaboration required for successful transition to  
adulthood. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Morgan Bob, Riesen Tim, Jex Eliza  
PEMBROKE—9:15-10:15 –Friday  
 

*********** 
 

OUTSIDE THE BOX THINKING FOR EMPLOYMENT OPTIONS FOR  
PERSONS WITH SIGNIFICANT DISABILITIES 
 

This presentation is designed to help participants better prepare and be 
aware of options for employment for persons with significant disabilities that 
may have limited skills for employment or access to the options for employ-
ment or maintain of skill upon completion of high school. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Pickard Jason 
PEMBROKE—9:15-10:15 –Friday  
 

********************************************************** 

POSTER SESSIONS 
FRIDAY 10:30-11:30 

PEMBROKE 
 

CHECK & CONNECT: AN EVIDENCE-BASED MODEL OF  
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 
 

This presentation will describe Check & Connect, a model of  
sustained intervention for promoting students’ engagement at  
school and with learning. Demonstrated outcomes of Check &  
Connect include: increased attendance, persistence in school,  
accrual of credits, and school completion rates; and decreased  
truancy, tardiness, behavioral referrals, and dropout rates. 
 

Strand:  Student Engagement in Secondary Schools 
Presenters:  Jean Echternacht  
PEMBROKE—10:30-11:30 –Friday  
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TEACHING SELF-ADVOCACY AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION TRAIN-
ING TO REQUEST ACCOMMODATIONS IN POST-SECONDARY EDU-
CATION ON HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS  
WITH MILD DISABILITIES 
 

Young adults who are deaf-blind have the same aspirations , dreams This 
session will focus on the impact of a self-advocacy strategy on the ability 
of four high-school seniors with mild disabilities to request academic  
accommodations in postsecondary education. Participants in the session 
will emerge with a practical way to instruct students on how to access 
accommodations in postsecondary education settings. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Debra Holzberg, Dana Rusher  
PEMBROKE—10:30-11:30 –Friday  
 

*********** 

THE IMPACT OF PEER-DELIVERED 3D MAPPING  
INSTRUCTION ON KNOWLEDGE OF CAMPUS LOCATIONS AND 
NAVIGATION AMONG COLLEGE STUDENTS WITH  
DISABILITIES 
 

In this poster session, researchers will share instructional methods and 
results of a research study designed as part of campus orientation  
.activities for new post-secondary education students with intellectual 
disabilities. Specifically, a peer-delivered 3D Mapping intervention  
included. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Cheryl Morgan, Sharon Richter  
PEMBROKE—10:30-11:30—Thursday 

************************************************************ 

POSTER SESSIONS 
FRIDAY 1:30-2:30 

PEMBROKE 
 
WACCAMAW HIGH SCHOOL TRANSITION PROGRAM 
 

A framework of the high school program for special needs students at 
Waccamaw High School will be presented. We begin in the school and 
transition into the community so skills can be transferred by the student 
into real life experiences. 
 

Strand:  Innovative Instructional Practices in Transition 
Presenters:  Mary Tester  
PEMBROKE—1:30-2:30 –Friday  

********** 

NEW YORK STATE PROMISE COLLABORATIVE NETWORK STUDY 
 

Community Partnerships in Transition (interagency collaboration and 
partnership models with agencies/organizations), Transition Assessment, 
Transition to Postsecondary Education, Transition to Employment,  
Personnel Prep and Professional Development in Transition. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Matthew Saleh, Arun Karpur  
PEMBROKE—1:30-2:30 –Friday  
 

*********** 

CHANGING THE VISION OF GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN AUTISM 
SPECTRUM DISORDERS: REVISITING PROMISING PRACTICES 
 

This presentation will describe one university’s efforts at addressing the 
need to prepare current general and special education teachers with 
advanced knowledge in best practices in teaching students on the  
Autism Spectrum Disorder and with other significant disabilities. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Manina Urgolo Huckvale  
PEMBROKE—1:30-2:30 –Friday  

PREPARING CANDIDATES FOR THE MASSACHUSETTS TRANSI-
TION SPECIALIST ENDORSEMENT 
 

This poster session highlights the implementation of a new  
personnel preparation program in Massachusetts that is preparing 
candidates for the new Massachusetts Transition Specialist  
endorsement. The program of study, student experiences and lessons 
learned are highlighted. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Maria Paiewonsky  
PEMBROKE—1:30-2:30 –Friday  
 

*********** 

MULTILEVEL MODELING: SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY  
CHARACTERISTICS THAT IMPACT PREDICTORS OF  
POSTSECONDARY OUTCOMES FOR HIGH SCHOOLERS WITH 
AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER 
 

This study utilizes multilevel modeling to evaluate the impact of school- 
and community-level characteristics on predictors of postsecondary 
outcomes for students with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Over 400 
students are enrolled in a larger study, the Center on Secondary  
Education for Students with ASD (CSESA). 
 

Strand:  Student Engagement in Secondary Schools 
Presenters:  Alice Verstrat, Tara Regan  
PEMBROKE—1:30-2:30 –Friday 
 

*********** 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
KENSINGTON D E F G 
SATURDAY 8:30-9:30 

 

*********** 

SATURDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
9:45-10:45 

 
ADVOCATES FOR COLLEGE AND CAREER TRANSITION 
 

Student self-determination and vocational education such as  
career and technical education are predictors of post-school  
success. The Advocates for College and Career Transition project was 
developed to increase student self-determination through a two-prong 
strategy consisting of student development in self-determination and 
faculty development in universal design for learning principles. 
 

Strand:  Student Engagement in Secondary Schools 
Presenters:  Leena Landmark, Ann Hinkle, Amelia Fones   
OXFORD—9:45-10:45—Saturday  
 

*********** 

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES FOR IMPROVING LEARNING IN 
MIXED ABILITY CLASSROOMS 
 

Use of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) strategies will benefit 
teachers, intervention specialists, and transition specialists for  
improving student learning. Participants will gain a deeper  
understanding of the principles of UDL and how to use these  
teaching tools with transition-age students in college and  
career-ready curricula. 
 

Strand:  Personnel Prep & Professional Development 
Presenters:  Robert Baer, Carol Sparber, Tina Bastock  
ETON—9:45-10:45—Saturday  
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************************************************************ 

SATURDAY CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
11:00-12:00 

 

SUPPORTING FAMILIES IN PURSUING EMPLOYMENT: A 
STATEWIDE STUDY OF RESOURCES AND SUPPORT NEEDS 
 

We will present findings from a large-scale study of the resources,  
supports, and services needed by 1,700 parents of children, youth, and 
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. We address the 
implications of equipping families with critical information and  
connections, as well as offer recommendations for transition policy and 
practice. 
 

Strand:  Family Partnerships 
Presenters:  Carly Blustein, Lauren Bethune 
OXFORD—11:00-12:00—Saturday  

*********** 

WINTHROP THINK COLLEGE- OUR FIRST TWO YEARS 
 

The mission of Winthrop University's Think College Program is to provide 
an inclusive post-secondary education experience to students with  
intellectual disabilities to prepare them for competitive employment and 
active participation in local communities with as much independence as 
possible. Come talk to our first three graduates! 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Cease-Cook Jennifer, Rauppius Kevin, Oxenfeld Sara,  
Oley Basia  
Eton—11:00-12:00—Saturday  
 

*********** 

THE WORLD OF COMPETITIVE WORK… FOR ALL! TRASITION  
STUDENTS BECOMING FULLY ENGAGED INTO AN INTEGRATED 
AND COMPETITIVE WORK ENVIRONMENT. 
 

We need to be dedicated to ensure all students participating in transition 
programs are assessed, prepared and placed in competitive and  
integrated jobs within their communities 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Barbara Workman, Ernest Reilly  
WINCHESTER—11:00-12:00—Saturday 
 

*********** 

PERCEPTIONS OF DISABILITY AMONG YOUTH WITH AND WITHOUT 
DISABILITIES: THE IMPLICATIONS FOR COLLEGE AND CAREER 
READINESS, SELF-ADVOCACY AND LEADERSHIP 
 

Discover how a statewide Youth Leadership Forum was established: 70 
high school youth with diverse talents, aspirations, academic performance 
levels, and needs for support are helping professionals gain a clearer 
understanding of what students with disabilities face in their schools as 
they prepare for transition to meaningful adult lives. 
 

Strand:  Student Engagement in Secondary Schools 
Presenters:  George Tilson, Hunter Matusevich, Dale Matusevich  
WINDSOR A—11:00-12:00—Saturday  
 

*********** 

TRANSITION TUESDAYS FOR POST-SECONDARY SUCCESS 
 

This presentation will provide an overview of Transition Tuesdays. Transi-
tion Tuesdays is a way for all teachers to introduce practices into their 
curriculum that will teach students the skills needed to be self-advocates, 
create self-awareness thereby acquiring  
self-determination for a successful transition post-secondary. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Whitney Green, Bobbie Graumann  
WINDSOR B—11:00-12:00—Saturday  
 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (IT) LITERACY: WHAT IS IT? WHY 
DOES IT MATTER FOR TRANSITION? 
 

Information technology (IT) literacy skills have become increasingly  
important for adolescents as the majority of post-school pursuits in  
employment and postsecondary education will require at least some 
amount of computer skills. This presentation will focus on the EnvisionIT 
online curriculum and accompanying curriculum-based measure, the  
EnvisionIT Literacy (EITL) scale. 
 

Strand:  Transition Assessment 
Presenters:  Allison Lombardi, Margo Izzo, Alexa Murray, Jessica Mo-
nahan, Nicholas Gelbar    
WINCHESTER—9:45-10:45—Saturday  
 

*********** 

THE JOURNEY OF COLLABORATION BETWEEN THE NORTH  
CAROLINA STATE LEAD AGENCIES 
 

The purpose of this presentation is to share the process of developing a  
purposeful collaboration between the state lead agencies in North Carolina 
in an effort to promote positive post school outcomes for students and 
young adults. 
 

Strand:  Community Partnerships 
Presenters:  Beverly Colwell, Trudie Hughes, Stephanie Hanes  
WINDSOR A—9:45-10:45—Saturday  
 

*********** 

 

IN-CLASSROOM PRACTICES: SUPPORTING POSITIVE  
EMPLOYMENT OUTCOMES FOR STUDENTS WITH AUTISM  
SPECTRUM DISORDERS (ASD) 
 

This session will create awareness of research- and evidence-based  
practices educators can use within their classroom to enhance post-
secondary employment success for their students with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders (ASD). While identified research focuses on ASD, these  
practices can be used when working with students with a variety of  
disabilities. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Margaret Johnson, Lajuana Pierce, Ashley Proctor, Joshua  
Pulos, Lindsey Rhodes  
WINDSOR B—9:45-10:45—Saturday  
 

*********** 

BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN EDUCATORS AND  
VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION COUNSELORS 
 

This session is designed to create awareness of the need for improved 
collaborative relationships between educators and vocational rehabilitation 
counselors to improve programs and projects promoting positive student 
post-school outcomes. Specific techniques and principles for successful 
collaboration between these professionals found in research and practice 
will be shared. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Employment 
Presenters:  Lisa Barnum, Kimberly Osmani  
SOMERSET—9:45-10:45—Saturday  
 

*********** 

THE YOUTH WAY: INCREASING DISABILITY AWARENESS 
 

Eight youth leaders with disabilities spent the last three years developing 
and refining a project they created. Attendees in this session will learn:  the  
project's inception, supported their engagement in developing products, 
outcomes of pilots held in 5 schools, and skills developed that will aide 
them in future postsecondary settings 
 

Strand:  Self-Determination 
Presenters:  Annie Downing, Marianne Moore,  
Jack Brandt  
WINDSOR C—9:45-10:45—Saturday  
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THE SSSC: A NEW MULTI-INFORMANT ASSESSMENT FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER 
 

The Secondary School Success Checklist (SSSC) was developed to 
provide both a psychometrically sound and highly useful tool to transition 
planning teams as they navigate the goal identification and program de-
velopment process for students with ASD. Learn more about the SSSC, 
identified goals, and how you can use this resource. 
 

Strand:  Transition Assessment 
Presenters:  Tara Regan, April Clinard  
WINDSOR C—11:00-12:00—Saturday  
 
 

SELF-DETERMINATION AND TRANSITION FROM HIGH SCHOOL TO 
POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION FOR STUDENTS WITH LEARNING 
DISABILITIES: A SYNTHESIS OF LITERATURE 
 

Instructional approaches supported by self-determination  
motivational theory are beneficial in helping students transition from high 
school to postsecondary education. After a brief review of literature, a 
framework for special and general education  
teacher instruction in self-determination skills, specifically, for  
students with learning disabilities will be presented. 
 

Strand:  Transition to Postsecondary Education 
Presenters:  Kalin Stewart  
SOMERSET—11:00-12:00—Saturday  

 

Assistive Technology  

for Transition to College 
 

Are your students ready for college?   

The South Carolina Assistive Technology Program  

is available to assist with identifying useful tools  

for note taking, reading, writing, collaborative work,  

and studying. Identifying tools early will allow  

students time to practice and become  

proficient prior to entering college. 

 

We are helping students enter college  

with a stronger sense of confidence! 

 

For more information or to schedule a demonstration,  

contact SCATP at 

1-800-915-4522 or 803-935-5263 

STUDENT SOCIAL 

COASTAL GRILL BAR 

(HOTEL LOBBY) 

FRIDAY, 5:15—7:00 
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Michael Bortolotto   

Thursday Opening Keynote   

“Looking Inside the Positive Rebel” 

 

For the past 22 years, people of all ages have been inspired,  

motivated, educated and entertained by his “CAN DO” attitude!    

By using real-life experiences and examples, he encourages and  

persuades his audience to rethink, what they may believe is  

impossible to realizing anything is possible by being determined,  

persistent and focus on the end result. 

 

Michael was raised to be a no holds barred man of action.   

This energy has given Michael the resolve to face and overcome  

all of the many physical, emotional, and social obstacles he has  

encountered throughout his life.   He draws on his own self-beliefs, 

relentless desire and raw courage to not only overcome these  

challenges, but to turn them into opportunities! 
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Mrs. Dorothy Bortolotto   

Friday Luncheon Keynote  

“A Matter of Timing” 

 

Michael married his beautiful partner, Dorothy  

and adopted Dorothy’s wonderful daughter  

Natasha.  On May 12, 2009, Michael became a  

father for the first time in his life.  That was the  

day Dorothy gave birth to their son Quinn.    

Although Quinn is only 7 years old, along with  

Dorothy, they have challenged Michael to push  

beyond many different challenges.      

Learn about the support and love that makes  

this family strong despite  

obstacles that may get in the way! 
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David Egan 

Saturday Closing Keynote  

“Riding the Wave to Success” 

David Egan has always dreamed big. When he was eight, starting  

out as a Special Olympics swimmer, he dreamed of winning his races. As he  

grew, he looked to bigger goals-having a job and finding ways to change attitudes  

toward people with intellectual disabilities. David has been living his dream-and  

inspiring others to live theirs. David is a J.P. Kennedy Jr. Public Policy Fellow.  

He just completed his one year fellowship working first with the Ways and Means  

Committee on Capitol Hill and then with the National Down Syndrome Society from  

February 2015 to February 2016.  David Egan was a Booz Allen Hamilton employee  

as a clerk in the Distribution Center since 1998 at the McLean Campus, starting as an  

intern when he was in high school in 1996. He was rehired by CBRE when Booz Allen  

Hamilton outsourced their logistics services.  An eager advocate for people with  

disabilities, David has been active on several Boards over the years.  He currently  

serves as a Board Member on the Down Syndrome Association of Northern  

Virginia (DSANV), the ARC of Northern Virginia and is a Special Olympics Shriver  

International Global Messenger.  He speaks at various events and groups raising  

awareness and engaging supporters in their involvement to promoting  

the values of inclusion, dignity, and respect.  Learn more about  

David at www.davideganadvocacy.com and watch  

The Advocate (a moment of hope) http://moments.org/watch/david-egan 
 

http://www.davideganadvocacy.com/
http://moments.org/watch/david-egan
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